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ABSTRACT
Irish Archaeological Consultancy Ltd has prepared this report on behalf of Summix
FRC Limited, to study the impact, if any, on the archaeological and historical resource
of the proposed student development at ‘Ardee Point’, Cork Street/ Brabazon Place,
Dublin 8 (ITM 714665/733390). The report was undertaken by Faith Bailey of IAC Ltd.
The site of the proposed development is located within the post medieval industrial
heart land of Dublin City. Medieval activity has also been identified within the area as
it was during this period that the River Poddle, which runs south-southeast along
Ardee Street adjacent to the proposed development area was utilised and modified in
order to provide power to various mills and industries. These industries grew
throughout the post medieval period with the area characterised by mills, breweries
tanneries, tenter-fields and clay pipe production.
The proposed development area is located within the zone of archaeological potential
for Dublin City (DU018-020). A total of 16 RMP designations (sub-constraints) are
located within a 150m radius of the development area. The closest of these sites
occur as a cluster c. 45-60m to the west and include a Bridge (DU018-020331), Mill
(DU018-121), Watercourse (DU018-020575), Tannery (DU018-122), and Hospital
(DU018-020332/679).
The results of the site inspection indicate that the site boundary wall once formed
part of the upstanding structures visible on the historic OS mapping. Whilst the
development area does not contain any recorded sites, the potential for industrial
archaeological remains is high considering the use of the site as a brewery for around
200 years and its position in an area of Dublin that contained a large amount of
industrial activity from the medieval period onward. It is also possible that a water
course runs across the site in an east-west direction. This was reported in 2005 by IAC
Ltd but no physical evidence for such a feature was identified during the course of this
assessment. Test trenches were excavated at the site in 2018 (Myles). The excavation
showed that following the demolition of 18th century buildings on the Newmarket
frontage of the site, their basements were backfilled with demolition rubble. A large
internal well, lined with 19th century brick, was located within the brewery structures
seen on Roque’s map of 1756. An ex-situ millstone was also uncovered at the centre
of the site, in an area which was paved with granite slabs.
The existing basement level within the proposed development area and red brick well
will be preserved in-situ with the exception of 23m of the northern section of the
existing basement. The elements will be incorporated into the proposed development
and displayed with the use of glass flooring. This is considered to be a significant
positive impact for the industrial heritage of the Liberties area.
Within the remaining portions of the site, it is possible that ground disturbances
associated with development may have an direct negative impact on archaeological
remains that have the potential to survive beneath the current ground level. This
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includes the post medieval structural remains identified during testing in 2018.
Impacts have the potential to range from moderate to significant in significance.
It is recommended that a programme of archaeological monitoring be carried out
across the proposed development area, during ground disturbances. This should be
carried out by an archaeologist under licence to the DoCHG. Any post medieval
remains should be recorded during the course of the works. Should any significant
archaeological remains be discovered, further mitigation such as excavation
(preservation by record) or preservation in-situ, may be required. Any further
mitigation will require the approval of the National Monuments Service of the DoCHG
and the Dublin City Archaeologist.
A previous architectural survey of the basements onsite did not identify any medieval
fabric within the fabric of the walls. The walls appear to date from the late 18th or
early 19th centuries.
In 2005 the property owner attested to a watercourse running along the northern
outside wall of the basement in an east-west direction. Such a watercourse, if present
may represent a mill-race associated with brewing or industrial activity onsite and
may be impacted upon by ground disturbances associated with the proposed
development. It should be noted that no evidence for a watercourse was identified
during testing.
The red brick tower will be retained as part of the proposed development. However,
the ruined chimney structure and boundary walls will be removed and as such this
represent an impact on the industrial heritage of the Liberties area.
It is recommended that a full written and photographic record be made of the ruined
chimney structure and the boundary walls prior to their removal and that the
demolition works are monitored by a suitably qualified archaeologist.
It is the developer’s responsibility to ensure full provision is made available for the
resolution of any archaeological remains, both on site and during the post excavation
process, should that be deemed the appropriate manner in which to proceed.
Please note that all recommendations are subject to approval by the National
Monuments Service of the Heritage and Planning Division, Department of
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and the Dublin City Archaeologist.
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INTRODUCTION

1.1
GENERAL
The following report details an archaeological assessment undertaken in advance of a
proposed student development at ‘Ardee Point’, Cork Street/ Brabazon Place, Dublin
8 (Figure 1). This assessment has been carried out to ascertain the potential impact of
the proposed development on the archaeological and historical resource that may
exist within the area. The assessment was undertaken by Faith Bailey of Irish
Archaeological Consultancy Ltd (IAC), on behalf of Summix FRC Limited.
The archaeological assessment involved a detailed study of the archaeological and
historical background of the proposed development site and the surrounding area.
This included information from the Record of Monuments and Places of Dublin, the
topographical files within the National Museum and all available cartographic and
documentary sources for the area (Figure 2). A field inspection has also been carried
out with the aim to identify any previously unrecorded features of archaeological or
historical interest.
A portion of the proposed development area was subject to archaeological testing in
2018 (Myles, Licence Ref.: 18E0137). This had been conditioned to a previous grant of
permission (Planning Ref.: 2812/17). A number of post medieval features, relating to
the former use of the site as a brewery, were identified during the programme of
work.
1.2
THE DEVELOPMENT
The development will consist of the construction of a part-two to part-eight storey
mixed-use development in three blocks, comprising a co-working shared space with
associated café; and 368 No. student accommodation bedspaces with associated
facilities.
The development also proposes upgrade works to existing structures to be retained,
signage; cycle parking; a service lay-by; hard and soft landscaping and external
amenity spaces including courtyards) and a roof garden at fifth floor level of Block A
facing; balconies on Block B and Block C; plant; and all associated works above and
below ground (Figure 3).
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METHODOLOGY

Research for this report was undertaken in two phases. The first phase comprised a
paper survey of all available archaeological, historical and cartographic sources. The
second phase involved a field inspection of the site.
2.1
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

PAPER SURVEY
Record of Monuments and Places for County Dublin;
Sites and Monuments Record for County Dublin;
National Monuments in State Care Database;
Preservation Orders List;
Topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland;
Cartographic and written sources relating to the study area;
Dublin City Council Development Plan 2016–2022;
Aerial photographs; and
Excavations Bulletin (1970−2018).

Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) is a list of archaeological sites known to

the National Monuments Section, which are afforded legal protection under Section
12 of the 1994 National Monuments Act and are published as a record.
Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) holds documentary evidence and field

inspections of all known archaeological sites and monuments. Some information is
also held about archaeological sites and monuments whose precise location is not
known e.g. only a site type and townland are recorded. These are known to the
National Monuments Section as ‘un-located sites’ and cannot be afforded legal
protection due to lack of locational information. As a result, these are omitted from
the Record of Monuments and Places. SMR sites are also listed on a website
maintained by the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DoCHG) –
www.archaeology.ie.
National Monuments in State Care Database is a list of all the National Monuments

in State guardianship or ownership. Each is assigned a National Monument number
whether in guardianship or ownership and has a brief description of the remains of
each Monument.
The Minister for the DoCHG may acquire national monuments by agreement or by
compulsory order. The state or local authority may assume guardianship of any
national monument (other than dwellings). The owners of national monuments (other
than dwellings) may also appoint the Minister or the local authority as guardian of
that monument if the state or local authority agrees. Once the site is in ownership or
guardianship of the state, it may not be interfered with without the written consent
of the Minister.
Preservation Orders List contains information on Preservation Orders and/or
Temporary Preservation Orders, which have been assigned to a site or sites. Sites
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deemed to be in danger of injury or destruction can be allocated Preservation Orders
under the 1930 Act. Preservation Orders make any interference with the site illegal.
Temporary Preservation Orders can be attached under the 1954 Act. These perform
the same function as a Preservation Order but have a time limit of six months, after
which the situation must be reviewed. Work may only be undertaken on or in the
vicinity of sites under Preservation Orders with the written consent, and at the
discretion, of the Minister.
The topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland are the national

archive of all known finds recorded by the National Museum. This archive relates
primarily to artefacts but also includes references to monuments and unique records
of previous excavations. The find spots of artefacts are important sources of
information on the discovery of sites of archaeological significance.
Cartographic sources are important in tracing land use development within the
development area as well as providing important topographical information on areas
of archaeological potential and the development of buildings. Cartographic analysis of
all relevant maps has been made to identify any topographical anomalies or
structures that no longer remain within the landscape.

•
•
•
•
•
•

John Speed’s ‘Map of Dubline’ 1610
Sir William Petty, Down Survey Map, 1654-56, Barony of Newcastle, Dublin
Bernard de Gomme ‘A Map of the City and Suburbs of Dublin’ 1673
John Rocque’s ‘Map of Dublin City’, 1756
John Taylor’s ‘Map of the Environs of Dublin’, 1816
Ordnance Survey 6 and 25 inch and 5-foot maps of County Dublin (1843, 1847,
1866, 1911)

Documentary sources were consulted to gain background information on the

archaeological, architectural and cultural heritage landscape of the proposed
development area.
Development Plans contain a catalogue of all the Protected Structures and

archaeological sites within the county. The Dublin City Council Development Plan
(2016–2022) was consulted to obtain information on cultural heritage sites in and
within the immediate vicinity of the proposed development area.
Aerial photographic coverage is an important source of information regarding the

precise location of sites and their extent. It also provides initial information on the
terrain and its likely potential for archaeology. A number of sources were consulted
including aerial photographs held by the Ordnance Survey and Google Earth.
Excavations Bulletin is a summary publication that has been produced every year

since 1970. This summarises every archaeological excavation that has taken place in
Ireland during that year up until 2010 and since 1987 has been edited by Isabel
Bennett. This information is vital when examining the archaeological content of any
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area, which may not have been recorded under the SMR and RMP files. This
information is also available online (www.excavations.ie) from 1970−2018.
2.2
FIELD INSPECTION
Field inspection is necessary to determine the extent and nature of archaeological
and historical remains, and can also lead to the identification of previously
unrecorded or suspected sites and portable finds through topographical observation
and local information.
The archaeological field inspection entailed • Walking the proposed development and its immediate environs.
• Noting and recording the terrain type and land usage.
• Noting and recording the presence of features of archaeological or historical
significance.
• Verifying the extent and condition of any recorded sites.
• Visually investigating any suspect landscape anomalies to determine the
possibility of their being anthropogenic in origin.
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RESULTS OF DESKTOP STUDY

3.1
ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
The area of proposed development is located within a block bordered to the north by
Saint Luke’s Avenue, to the east by Brabazon Place, to the south by Newmarket, and
to the west by Ardee Street, Dublin 8 (ITM 714665/733390). The proposed
development consists of several warehouses within a yard known as Brewery Block.
The site is located within the Dublin City Zone of Archaeological Potential (RMP
DU018-020). There are 16 recorded monuments within a 150m radius of the
proposed development, the nearest of which comprises a bridge (DU018-020331) c.
45m to the west.
A stone and brick-built building which represents the former Watkin’s Brewery
occupies the south-eastern portion of the block. The bulk of this building is
immediately south and east of the proposed development area. A detailed
architectural survey of the basement at the Watkin’s Brewery building was carried out
by IAC Ltd. in 2005 (IAC 2005). This survey concluded that the upstanding 19th
century brewery complex overlies a vaulted basement relating to an earlier
upstanding structure visible on the 1838 edition OS map. The remaining footprint of
the proposed development area is currently undeveloped waste ground interspersed
with several ruined 19th and 20th century structures.
3.1.1

Prehistoric Period (8000 BC-AD 500)

Although very recent discoveries may push back the date of human activity by a
number of millennia (Dowd and Carden, 2016), the Mesolithic period (c.
8000−4000BC) is the earliest time for which there is clear evidence of prehistoric
activity in Ireland. During this period people hunted, foraged and gathered food and
appear to have had a mobile lifestyle. At this time people made crude flint tools
known as Larnian (or Bann) Flakes. There is no recorded evidence of prehistoric
activity within the area surrounding the site. However, the River Liffey would have
made Dublin an attractive location in which to utilise the riverine resource (Clarke
2002, 1). Mesolithic deposits have been identified within the former estuarine area
associated with the River Liffey and Mesolithic fish traps were excavated at Spencer
Dock c. 2.7km to the northeast.
During the Neolithic, communities became less mobile and their economy became
based on the rearing of stock and cereal cultivation. This transition was accompanied
with major social change. Agriculture demanded an altering of the physical landscape;
forests were rapidly cleared and field boundaries constructed. There was a greater
concern for territory, which saw the construction of large communal ritual
monuments called megalithic tombs, which are characteristic of the period. There are
no previously recorded archaeological sites dating to this period within the vicinity of
the proposed development. However, the river would have still remained as a major
resource to be exploited during this period, proven by the Neolithic fish trap
discovered at Spencer Dock. There are no Bronze Age or Iron Age sites located within
the landscape surrounding the proposed development area.
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Early Medieval Period (AD 500–1100)

Ireland in the early medieval period was traversed by five great route ways. Two of
these roads converged on Dublin, namely the Slighe Midluachra which crossed the
Liffey at the location of the ‘ford of the hurdles’ (DU018-020372) and the Slighe Mhór
which travelled westwards along the ridge of ground immediately south of the Liffey
watercourse. The Slighe Mhór is believed to have continued westwards, following
esker ridges across the raised bogs of the midlands, fording the Shannon at
Clonmacnoise to arrive eventually at Galway Bay. A portion of the route of the Slighe
Mhór is likely to be conserved in the layout of modern Thomas Street.
The area now known as County Dublin straddled the ancient kingdoms of Brega
(north of the River Tolka) and Laigin (south of the Tolka). The early cartographic
representations of Dublin city indicate the position of the estuary shoreline prior to
the commencement of reclamation works. The name Dublin (Dubhlinn), meaning
black pool, is generally taken to refer to the pool or pond that was located directly
southeast of the site of the present Dublin Castle; c. 850m northeast of the proposed
development area. However, it has been suggested that this name refers to an early
Christian monastic settlement south of the black pool. Clarke (1990, 58) believed that
this interpretation of Dubhlinn would explain why the town has two names: Dubhlinn
(for the enclosed ecclesiastical area) and Baile Ath Cliath for the secular settlement,
developed to guard over the ‘ford of the hurdles.’ The Dubhlinn ecclesiastical
enclosure may have served as the chief church of a minor dynastic group – the Uí
Fergusa, who were part of a confederation that extended their hegemony over the
province of Leinster from 738 to 1042 AD.
The closest early medieval foundation to the area of proposed development is located
c. 710m to the northeast at Saint Michel le Pole where a 12th century church and
integrated round tower are known to have stood (DU018-020082-3). Significant early
medieval deposits have also been excavated at this site to the immediate east of the
junction of Golden Lane and Chancery Lane. The church of St Michael le Pole was
established during the 8th century, which continued in use until the end of the 17th
century, when it was then converted into a school. A large cemetery was excavated at
this site, which contained burials dating from the 8th to the 13th centuries. This
cemetery is likely to have been directly associated with the church. The foundations
of the church itself, along with foundations of a round tower were identified.
A probable early ecclesiastical enclosure is also known c. 745m to the east, which is
now fossilised within the Dublin street pattern by Peter Row, Whitefriar Street,
Stephen Street and Johnson Place. It has been argued that this enclosure formed the
focus of pre-Viking Dublin (Stout & Stout 1992, 15). Geraldine and Matthew Stout go
on to argue that early Christian Dublin had no particular significance as a population
centre, border post or transport hub until the Vikings arrived and took advantage of
its position. Ecclesiastical foundations were common across the county at this time
and it is unlikely that any of the major route ways would have passed through a
settlement where travel was limited to the north by a large tidal river. However, de
Courcy (1996, xxviii) suggests that the Slighe Midluachra (one of the great roads of
early medieval Ireland), crossed the Liffey at the location of the ‘ford of the hurdles’,
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which would have made Dublin a more important settlement due to the traffic
passing through. There are no Viking or early medieval sites recorded within the
vicinity of the proposed development area, although the presence of the River Poddle
within the landscape means that the area was likely to have been utilised by the
population during this period.
3.1.3

Medieval Period (AD 1100–1600)

The beginning of the medieval period is characterised by political unrest that
originated from the death of Brian Borumha in 1014. Diarmait MacMurchadha,
deposed King of Leinster, sought the support of mercenaries from England, Wales and
Flanders to assist him in his challenge for kingship. Norman involvement in Ireland
began in 1169, when Richard de Clare and his followers landed in Wexford to support
MacMurchadha. Two years later de Clare (Strongbow) inherited the Kingdom of
Leinster and by the end of the 12th century the Normans had succeeded in
conquering much of the country (Stout & Stout 1997, 53). Dublin Castle was built at
the beginning of the 13th century and soon became the administrative centre of the
Anglo-Norman colony in Ireland.
Most of the extramural expansion of Hiberno-Norse Dublin had taken place in the
area between the Poddle and the Steine rivers. In the Anglo-Norman period, the
establishment of ‘Liberties’ or areas of private jurisdiction outside the city walls
promoted the growth of suburbs, with housing extending along the main routes out
of Dublin to the north, south and west. Howard Clarke records the southern area of
medieval Dublin as the Ecclesiastical suburb (2002). The Liberties, an area of private
jurisdiction outside of the city walls, refers to pre-reformation law that stated these
areas were administered by the abbeys and monasteries instead of civil law.
Archaeological excavations in the northeast corner of Newmarket, c. 120m to the east
of the proposed development area indicate an early phase of settlement in the
13th/14th century at which time the area comprised of enclosed fields in the rural
agricultural hinterland feeding medieval and early post-medieval Dublin (Bennett
2003:560; Licence Ref.: 02E1692). Relic agricultural remains identified in 2003
(DU018-142) contained many abraded medieval potsherds dating from the 13th/14th
century up until at least the 16th century (ibid.).
The River Poddle, one of the fifty or so rivers in Dublin, rises in Fettercairn, Tallaght,
and flows through Templeogue to eventually discharge into the Liffey on Wellington
Quay. The river formed an early supply of water to the city, as the Liffey was tidal
where they met. During the 12th century the River Poddle was diverted into the city
moat and effectively cut the Temple Bar area off from the medieval walled city
throughout the middle ages. By the 13th century the water supply was inadequate
and a deal was made in 1242 with the Priory of St. Thomas to divert water from the
Dodder to the Poddle to increase the water flow; this connection still exists (Sweeney
1991, 29). The Abbey instigated major engineering works in diverting the river
channels of the Poddle for the purpose of providing power for their mills.
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The development of this area of the city was heavily influenced by the River Poddle,
which powered many mills and serviced other industries in the south inner city from
the medieval period onwards. The Poddle flows mostly underground through Dublin's
medieval city centre. Diversions were engineered in the medieval period dividing the
Poddle at Harold's Cross. One stream continued north towards Blackpitts and New
Row, re-joining the other stream in the vicinity of Fumbally Lane. It was known as the
Abbey stream, since the Abbot of St. Thomas's Abbey effectively controlled it. An
artificial tributary in Blackpitts approaches from Ardee Street before turning sharply
east at Sweeney's Lane, then north at the junction with the Poddle's main stream. A
section of this watercourse was encountered during archaeological investigations c.
70m to the northeast of the proposed development area (Bennett 2003:494; Licence
Ref.: 03E0315). Pearson (2000, 217) has suggested that the Watkin’s Brewery building
may be located on the site of the medieval brew-house of St. Thomas’ Abbey and that
the old medieval crypts were used as cellars in the 19th century. An architectural
survey of the existing basements in 2005 (IAC 2005) did not identify any material of
medieval date.
The increased flow of the Poddle was divided at a point just south of present-day
Mount Argus by a construction known as the Tongue, one-third of its waters being
brought in a canal around the Liberties to a cistern near the present Waterworks
Headquarters at Marrowbone Lane. Another conduit of the Poddle was channelled
down the west side of Ardee Street to feed the millpond of the double Mill at
Warrenmount on Mill Street (DU018-020092) c. 190m south-southeast of the
proposed development area.
3.1.4

Post Medieval Period (AD 1600–1900)

The 17th century saw a succession of wars in Ireland resulting in the heavy
militarisation of society. Surviving earthwork defences from this period can be seen
across the country dating to both the Cromwellian Wars and the Williamite Wars. The
remnants of an earthwork fortification were excavated within 70m of the proposed
development area along Ardee Street to the northwest.
As the city expanded in the 17th century, the area around Newmarket developed
primarily as an industrial area, with tanning and clay-pipe production as the main
industries. A patent was granted to William Brabazon, the Earl of Meath for the
establishment of markets and fairs in the liberty in 1674 (Walsh 2005). The Earl
modelled the development of Newmarket on that of Smithfield to the north of the
river in order to house the growing artisan population of the Coombe area. The
settlement comprised of street-frontage Anglo-Dutch buildings (‘Dutch Billies’) and
more traditional vernacular buildings constructed side-by-side along a new street
plan. No. 10 Mill St. (DU018-020202, RPS 5247), c. 110m south-southeast of the
development area, is the site of a dower house of the Brabazon family dating to the
mid-17th century. This house was thought to have been one of the great glories of
the Liberties with large landscaped garden to the rear of which some vestige has been
retained (Walsh 1973, 67).
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The association of the area with tanning is preserved in the name of the street
Blackpitts, which almost certainly refers to the pits or vats of black tanning liquor in
which animal hides were steeped for the manufacture of leather. Rocque’s map
(1756) shows twelve mills, eight tenter-fields and six tanneries in the area.
Documentary evidence for brewing operations in the vicinity of the proposed
development area suggest that there was a brewery on or near the proposed
development area from at least as early as the 1760s (Corran 1977). Watkins Brewery
was established on the site in the early 19th century by an Englishman, Joseph
Watkins, and it has been suggested that his brewery was located on the site of the
former brew house of the monastery of St. Thomas and that the old crypts were at
one time used as cellars (Pearson 2000, 217). No evidence of this was identified
during an architectural survey in 2005 but anecdotal evidence for a watercourse
running parallel to the rear (north) of the basement was obtained from the then
landowner (IAC 2005). If such a watercourse exists, it has the potential to represent a
mill race or diverted water course associated with brewing or industrial activity onsite.
Watkins Brewery was included in ‘Noted Breweries of Great Britain and Ireland
(Barnard 1889-91). In it he notes that at the end of the 18th century the brewery was
owned by Messrs. Taylor and Trevor, before being bought by Richard and Joseph
Watkins in the early 19th century (ibid. 365). Barnard describes the various features
of the brewery, including the former residences of the brewery owners, the old
maltings (Plate 1) which was destroyed by fire in 1951 containing a barley store and
kiln, the brewhouse ((Plate 1; no longer extant) and a range of other buildings such as
store houses, vat houses, workshops and workmen’s houses (ibid 367–370). The malt
store, survives on site as an unroofed structure (Plate 1). An illustration of the vaults
from Barnards text (Plate 2) do not appear to be those recorded in 2005 and his text
suggests the cellars across the site were extensive. The brewery was the second
largest in the country after Guinness and continued in operation until 1939.
Residences along the banks of the mill stream were very sought after during the 18th
century. The Mansion house (DU018-020361) on Wards Hill, built c. 1700, was the
residence of the family of Richard Ward, a brewer (c. 165m east-southeast of the area
of proposed development). The construction of such a grand home at the corner of
Wards Hill and Mill Street and the laying out of Newmarket in the late 1670s led to
the completion of other works in the area by 1733, at which date a plaque was raised.
The site of a Dutch Billy (DU018-020357) that survived up until 1932 is present on
Sweeney’s Lane, c. 145m south of the area of proposed development. The lane
derives its name from the Sweeney family, prominent Mill Street merchants in the
18th century. The house, which commanded a view of the tenter fields, was built of
red brick and panelled in Dutch Pine bearing a plaque showing the date 1721 (Walsh
1973, 64). Other examples of this style house were located all over the Liberties in
Brown Street, Cork Street, Mill Street, New Row, Patrick Street, Sweeney’s Lane and
Ward’s Hill to name but a few.
Archaeological excavations led by William Frazer (Bennett 2003:560; Licence Ref.:
02E1692) in the northeast corner of Newmarket, to the west of St. Luke’s, revealed

IRISH ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONSULTANCY LTD

9

St Luke’s Avenue/ Brabazon Place,
Dublin 8

Archaeological Assessment

two phases of settlement dating between c. 1670s–1725. The earliest (pre-building)
phase of late 17th century activity on the site consisted of animal pens and butchery
waste from the slaughter yards on New Row Street and the tanneries across
Newmarket (ibid.). The main building phase spanned from the 1670s to the 1720s and
consisted of street-frontage buildings and their back yards (ibid.).
Tobacco was one of the top imports at the time and the vast assemblage identified by
Frazer (ibid.) suggests a gradual but near complete monopolisation of the local claypipe market by Irish manufacturers by the 1690s. Part of an early 19th century clay
pipe kiln was excavated, as were extensive dumps of waste pipes and kiln furniture at
the rear of Brabazon Row in 2000 by Alan Hayden (Bennett 2000:0253; Licence Ref.:
93E0066 ext.). A contrasting assemblage of Dutch imported pipes was retrieved
during excavations c. 200m to the northwest at the corner of Ardee and Cork Streets
(Myles 2003). The growing dominance of Irish-made earthen wares in the
assemblages of the early 18th century, as with the clay pipes, is testament to a
burgeoning domestic industry in these wares (Bennett 2003:560; Licence Ref.:
02E1692).
Both archaeological excavations and the Census Returns indicate that by the end of
the 19th century the Dublin Tanning industry was in serious decline. The 1841 census
lists 319 tanners employed in the region as compared to 37 in 1901. Excavation
evidence from Frazer’s site in Newmarket indicated that tenementing and the general
decline of existing buildings was taking place from the late 18th century.
3.2
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELDWORK
A review of the Excavations Bulletin (1970–2018) has revealed that several
archaeological investigations have been undertaken in the vicinity of the proposed
development area. These are summarised below:
Archaeological testing was carried out at the site in 2018 (Licence No. 18E0137; Myles
2018). A total of five trenches (Plate 3) were excavated which found that following the
demolition of 18th century buildings on the Newmarket frontage of the site, their
basements were backfilled with demolition rubble. A large internal well, lined with
19th century brick, was located within the brewery structures seen on Roque’s map of
1756. An ex-situ millstone was also uncovered at the centre of the site, in an area
which was paved with granite slabs. The following table presents the results of the
testing and are reproduced from Myles 2018.
None of the features identified were produced as part of a measured survey plan
within the testing report produced.
TABLE 1: Results of testing, Myles 2018
TRENCH
NO.

LENGTH

ORIENTATION RESULTS

1

30m

E-W

10

A substantial N-S wall was encountered in the trench which
can be identified as a plot boundary wall on Rocque and on
the 1847 OS mapping, delineating two of the Newmarket
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ORIENTATION RESULTS

plots. It was 0.35m in width and was constructed from
several lower courses of calp limestone which supported a
truncated superstructure of bright red handmade bricks. The
wall cut the subsoil which was located at 2.6m below ground
level (bgl). Crushed demolition debris was located to the east
of the wall, with modern dumping to the west.
At the eastern end of Trench 1 an extensive surface of
granite flagstones was exposed (c. 10m by 6m). These were
generally rectangular in shape and constituted a hard surface
on which carts could be loaded with barrels of beer.

2

30m

E-W

Modern disturbance and dumping were identified to a depth
of 0.7m bgl, beneath which a burnt layer extended across the
trench. No evidence for structures along the Ardee St
frontage were located in this trench, however walls at the
eastern end of the trench may belong to the row of houses
on Newmarket. A flagstone floor was identified at 2.7m bgl,
while earthen floors were identified at 3.3m bgl.
Dividing walls were identified in the north facing section of
the trench which may represent a division at basement level
of front and rear spaces. Ceramics recovered dated to the
mid-19th century.

3

30m

N-S

A surface of limestone setts was located at the northern end
of the trench which sealed up to 0.4m of cultivated soils
containing marine shell, animal bone brick fragments and
two shreds of North Devon sgraffito ware. Natural subsoil
was located at 2.1m bgl
A backfilled basement, with mortared floor at 2m blg was
located within the trench, from which a large mill stone was
recovered.

4

30m

E-W

Substantial concrete slab restricted the excavation of Trench
4, however where excavation was possible, at the eastern
end of the trench, a well structure (2.1m x 1.83m) was
identified which would have been located in the brewhouse
building. The well dates to the 19th century and extends to at
least 4m bgl. The western quarter of the structure
incorporated an arch where a pair of recesses 0.65m below
the springers possibly held a timber beam supporting a
pumping mechanism.
The calp limestone wall of the northern brewery block was
recorded at an oblique angle to the trench.

5

20m

SW-NE

A cobbled surface was located at the eastern end of the
trench, just below the current ground surface. Below this the
foundations of two calp limestone walls were identified and
these correspond to walls shown on early editions of the OS
maps. The trench also clipped the corner of a square shaped
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structure which may represent a latrine.
Natural subsoil was encountered at 1m bgl. A pit was located
at the western end of the trench which contained ashes,
cinders and several sherds of manganese-glazed pint pots
were recovered.

A detailed architectural survey of the accessible basements at the Brewery Block was
carried out by IAC Ltd in 2005 (IAC 2005). These basements occur in the south-eastern
part of the proposed development area to the immediate west of a block-built
structure formerly in use as a workshop. Today they extend in a north-south direction
beneath a more recent ware house structure, which retains a portion of its original
southern stone gable end. The survey was carried out in order to identify if any
medieval fabric exists beneath the current buildings. This survey concluded that the
upstanding 19th century brewery complex (and some relatively modern structures)
overlies a vaulted basement relating to an earlier upstanding structure visible on the
1838 edition OS map. The survey indicates that the basements extend further to the
north across the site and a blocked-up door suggests they may extend to the east. No
medieval fabric was identified during the survey. Anecdotal evidence for a
watercourse running parallel to the rear of the basement was obtained from the
landowner in 2005. If such a watercourse exists, it has the potential to represent a
mill race associated with industrial activity onsite. It should be noted that no evidence
for a watercourse was identified during the course of the testing in 2018, although a
large well was recorded.
Two separate programmes of archaeological test trenching were undertaken in a yard
abutting the proposed development area to the northwest at the junction of Cork
Street and Ardee Street, the first in 1993 (Bennett 1993:064; Licence Ref.: 93E0066)
and the second in 2001 (Bennett 2001:374; Licence Ref.: 99E0716 ext.). The
excavations recorded 18th - to 19th century deposits to a depth of 0.9m and 1.1m at
which point natural subsoil occurred.
In 2006, excavations at the Timber yard site c. 30m to the north of the proposed
development area, uncovered some ephemeral medieval and late medieval activity.
Generally, however, the earliest evidence for the development of the area dated to c.
1700. The remains of residential structures and adjacent outhouses, rubbish pits and
water management features were identified. Industrial activity dating broadly to this
period was also encountered. This activity included blacking, tanning and possible
distilling. The remains of a large 18th/19th century iron foundry were also excavated
along the western edge of the site fronting onto Ardee Street (Bennett 2006:607;
Licence Ref.: 06E0710).
In 1999 and 2000, monitoring and excavation was undertaken in advance of the
Coombe Relief Road which now runs adjacent to the northern boundary of the
proposed development area (Bennett 2000:0253; Licence Ref.: 93E0066 ext.). Early
18th and 19th century structural remains were identified fronting onto Weavers
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Street, including a line of 18th century wooden water pipes. The area to the west of
Brabazon Row and south of Ardee Row revealed an early 19th-century clay pipe
production site behind the small houses that fronted onto the west side of Brabazon
Row (ibid.). Part of an early 19th-century clay pipe kiln was excavated, as were
extensive dumps of waste pipes and kiln furniture (ibid.).
A recent programme of archaeological monitoring was undertaken at a site c. 40m
southeast, on the opposite side of Newmarket Square (Bennett 2014:102; Licence
Ref.: 14E0202). Monitoring of ground disturbance revealed a sequence of activity
from the 17th to 19th centuries AD. The identified archaeological deposits were
concentrated at the southern extent of the development site and included an 18th
century midden deposit, a 19th century levelling deposit and 19th century industrial
activity possibly associated with tanning.
Excavations at the corner of Ardee Street and Cork Street, c. 70m northwest of the
proposed development area, revealed a substantial deposit of sterile silty clay which
represented the silted-up remains of a millpond associated with the abbey of St
Thomas (Bennett 2003:494; Licence Ref.: 03E0315). This feature shaped the street
layout, which has survived to the present day (ibid.). A possible 17th century tannery
was also excavated along with a possible brewery and domestic structures to the east.
The latter area produced a pottery assemblage with a more pronounced emphasis on
the earlier 17th century imports. The south-western corner of this site was occupied
from the 1690s to c. 1800 by a small tannery, most of which was excavated. Further
extensive evidence for industrial activity from the 17th to 19th centuries was
recorded from across the site. The earliest deposit encountered on the site yielded
several finds of locally produced medieval pottery and Saintonge from the deposits
above, but the majority of the assemblage was composed of imported wares from the
Rhineland and the potteries of North Devon and Bristol/Staffordshire. An earlier
programme of testing and excavation c. 80m to the northeast at 4-6 Ardee Street
uncovered tanning pits, 19th century red-brick cellar, a red-brick-lined well and postmedieval stone walls (Bennett 2003:492; Licence Ref.: 03E0665, Bennett 2003:493;
Licence Ref.: 03E1710).
Further work at this site in 2003 (Bennett 2004:0509; Licence Ref.: 03E0315)
uncovered the remains of a defensive earthwork identified by the excavator as that
thrown up by troops loyal to the Duke of Ormond in 1643. The earthen bank survived
over a distance of 5.8m (north-south), and survived to a height of 1.14m. The
excavator has identified this feature with a defensive bank depicted on the Down
Survey mapping of the 1650s.
Two tanneries, one of 17th century and the other of 18th century date, were
excavated in 2004 c. 80m to the north of the proposed development area. No
medieval deposits were encountered (Bennett 2004:0531, Licence Ref.: 04E0370).
Testing c. 85m to the southeast on Mill Street for a nursing home development
uncovered post-medieval tanning pits (Bennett 2015:078; Licence Ref.: 15E0440,
Bennett 2015:288; Licence Ref.: 15E0445).
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Archaeological testing was carried out in 2003 on a large site c. 110m south of the
current proposed development area which was bounded by Mill Street, Sweeneys
Terrace and Warrenmount Lane (Bennett 2003:556; Licence Ref.: 03E1667). The site
of the medieval “Double Mill” of St Thomas’s Abbey was located on the development
site; including the mill pond (DU018-020398) to the west and the mill (DU018020092) towards the eastern end of the site (ibid.). Five trenches were excavated
targeting the estimated location of the mill building/s. These trenches identified early
18th century buildings on Sweeney’s Lane and the edge of the millpond. Probable
evidence for 19th century mill works was also uncovered along with a wooden drain.
A section of the St Luke’s Church graveyard c. 120m east of the proposed
development area was removed to facilitate the Coombe Relief Road in 2001. A dense
concentration of 168 burials and a large amount of disarticulated human bone were
excavated (Bennett 2001:372; Licence Ref.: 01E0615). A section of the ‘Abbey Stream’
(branch of the Poddle diverted in medieval times on the west side of Ardee Street)
was also excavated. Deposits of silt and gravel containing a small number of medieval
and late medieval finds filled the channels and spilled out over the surrounding area
(ibid.).
Monitoring of engineering test-pits at 14–16 Newmarket Street / 48–50 Newmarket,
c. 120m east of the current proposed development area, revealed archaeological
deposits in the form of garden soils (Bennett 2002:0567; Licence Ref.: 02E1692).
Subsequent testing undertaken immediately west of St Luke’s Church identified
archaeological remains at shallow depths of 14.35–14.65m OD (Bennett 2003:560;
Licence Ref.: 02E1692). Excavation revealed at least five phases of development:
Phase 1, evidence for medieval/early post-medieval agriculture (DU018-142); two
main phases c. 1670s–1725 (a lesser prebuilding Phase 2 and a Phase 3 encompassing
the first intensive development and occupation of the site); a Phase 4 that
encompasses the time-spans of both c. 1725–1790 and 1790–1830, a time of socioeconomic decline for the area, plus some more recent material from Phase 5 (ibid.).
The site of the medieval double mills of St Thomas’ Abbey and the post medieval
Warrenmount mills c. 150m to the south-southeast (Bennett 2004:0561; Licence Ref.:
03E1667). A large oak beam which was reused in the 19th century Poddle culvert wall
was dated by dendrochronology to the late 12th or early 13th century. It is likely that
some of the timber structure of the mill remains beneath the floor level of the culvert.
The following licences did not identify anything of archaeological significance in the
study area; 95E0262 (O’Rourke 1995), 98E0170 (Bennett 1998:151), 01E0845
(Bennett 2001:373), 04E1237 (Bennett 2004:0539), 08E0493 (Bennett 2008:483), and
16E0321 (Bennett 2016:454).
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CARTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

John Speed’s ‘Map of Dubline’, 1610

The general area of the proposed development appears on the edge of Speed’s map
but there are no specific details discernible relating to the site. The Coombe Stream is
depicted flowing along a roadway named ‘The Come’ from the direction of the
present Cork Street. The roadway known from later mapping as Crooked Staff is
depicted but not named. At the junction of this street and ‘The Come’ a gatehouse is
depicted.
William Petty’s Down Survey Map of the Barony of Newcastle, 1654-56

The Crooked Staff road is depicted as is the diverted watercourse labelled as ’The
River that supplyeth Dublin w’th water’. An earthwork defence interspersed at
irregular but frequent intervals by projecting bastions can be seen encircling the city.
Archaeological excavation c. 70m to the northwest of the proposed development area
in 2003 has identified a portion of this defensive feature. No other detail relating to
the proposed development area is visible
Bernard De Gomme’s, Map of Dublin, 1673

The proposed development area is depicted as undeveloped greenfield to the south
of a road called ‘The Coomb’ and east of ‘Crooked Staff’. The ‘Pottle’ is shown running
along the centre of both the ‘Crooked Way’ and ‘The Coomb’ roadways (Figure 4).
Charles Brooking’s Map of Dublin, 1728

The area of proposed development is depicted within a system of gridded streets and
lanes. The block within which the proposed development area is located is clearly
identifiable. There is little detail of buildings within the proposed development area as
the site is shaded in a block. The ‘New Market’ is set out in its current layout. A green
area is shown to the rear of the buildings in the centre of the block. Ardee Street is
visible and named ‘Crooked Staff’. Ardee Row is also visible and is named ‘Mutton
Lane’ and Brabazon Lane to the east is named as ‘Duck Lane’. St. Lukes Church
(DU018-020352) is shown to the northeast within an irregularly shaped churchyard.
Black Pitts is annotated for the first time although the road is outlined in de Gomme’s
map. The course of the Poddle is shown running north along ‘Black Pitts’ before
turning northeast onto New Row. Brooking notes that “the Archbishop’s and Earl of
Meath’s Liberties are parted by a watercourse from the Blackpitts to the Pottle”.
John Rocque’s Map of the City and Suburbs of Dublin, 1756

Rocque’s map shows numerous mills, tenter-fields and tanneries in the wider vicinity
surrounding Newmarket (Figure 5). The proposed development area is shown within a
block defined by Mutton Lane to the north, Crooked Staff to the west, New Market to
the south and Cuckold’s Row to the east. The block is fronted on each side with long
narrow residential houses. The centre of the plot is occupied by linear plots of varying
sizes that extend back from the houses, along with a number of outbuildings.
A small rectangular building is shown in the centre of New Market for the first time,
annotated as a Watch House. The block to the north is generally characterised by
terraced houses and back plots divided by small alleys and lanes, annotated as
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Cuckolds Row, Pordoms Alley, Skinners Alley, Hunt Alley, Mutton Lane and Truck
Street. A large house is shown on Wards Hill likely representing the recorded site
DU018-020361.
First edition Ordnance Survey Map, 1838, scale 1:10,560

This edition shows the area of proposed development as containing structures
fronting onto Newmarket to the south and Ardee Street to the west. A large structure
runs north-south through the centre of the site with an L-shaped open area to its
west and along with several other smaller yards (Figure 6). The site, along with the
area to the north and west appears to mostly be covered by structures associated
with the brewery, although the buildings are no marked as such. Due to the scale of
this map, individual building plots are obscured, although narrow rear plots in the east
of the site are an indication of dwellings fronting onto Brabazon Place.
Ordnance Survey Pap, 1847, 1:1,056

By the time of this edition, the general arrangement of buildings on site is shown as
being very similar to the previous mapping (Figure 7). Due to an increased scale, the
structures are clearly marked and more detail is given within the mapping. A number
of houses (possibly associated with the Brewery) as marked in the eastern part of the
proposed development area, fronting onto Brabazon Place. Brewery structures front
onto the remaining streets that border the block to the south, west and north. The
large north-south aligned structure at the centre of the site is still present. It is this
structure that was constructed over the basement level subject to survey in 2005.
Ordnance Survey Map, 1866, 1:1,056

There have been a number of changes in the area from the preceding mapping
(Figure 8). The structures that fronted Brabazon Row are no longer extant with the
exception of a small number in the northeast corner, which are outside the proposed
development area. Large brewery buildings are shown across the site and only a small
part of the L-shaped open area depicted on the 1838 edition remains undeveloped.
The layout of the junction between Brabazon Row and Newmarket has changed from
previous mapping due to additional construction in the southeast corner of the block.
The entire southern range of the block has been built upon with few divisions
between structures depicted. Several residential units and a chimney stack are
depicted to the north of the proposed development area.
Ordnance Survey map, 1911, 1:2500

This edition shows some additional small buildings in the northeast of the site along
with a chimney. Divisions in the southeast of the site visible in earlier mapping are no
longer shown. There are tanks in one of the open areas in the southwest of the site
and a further open area next to Ardee Street.
3.4
CITY DEVELOPMENT PLAN
The Dublin City Development Plan (2016–2022) recognises the statutory protection
afforded to all RMP sites under the National Monuments Legislation (1930–2014).
The development plan lists a number of aims and objectives in relation to
archaeological heritage (Appendix 3).
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It is a policy of the Dublin City Development Plan (2016–2022) to promote the in-situ
preservation of archaeology as the preferred option where development would have
an impact on buried artefacts. Where preservation in situ is not feasible, sites of
archaeological interest shall be subject to archaeological investigations and recording
according to best practice, in advance of redevelopment.
The proposed development is located within the zone of archaeological potential for
the historic centre of Dublin City (RMP DU018-020). There are an additional 16
recorded monuments within the study area. The nearest of which consists of a bridge
(DU018-020331), c. 45m to the west.
TABLE 2: Recorded Archaeological Sites
RMP NO.

LOCATION

DU018-020

Dublin South City,
Historic town of Dublin
Dublin North City

CLASSIFICATION

DISTANCE FROM DEVELOPMENT

0m

DU018-020331 Dublin South City Bridge

c. 45m west

DU018-020679 Dublin South City Hospital

c. 50m west

DU018-020332 Dublin South City Hospital

c. 50m west

DU018-020575 Dublin South City Watercourse

c. 55m west

DU018-121

Dublin South City Mill - unclassified

c. 60m west

DU018-122

Dublin South City Tannery

c. 60m west

DU018-020490 Dublin South City House - indeterminate date

c. 70m south

DU018-020330 Dublin South City Mill - unclassified

c. 100m northwest

DU018-020400 Dublin South City Mill - unclassified

c. 110m northwest

DU018-020202 Dublin South City House - 18th/19th century

c. 110m south-southeast

DU018-020203 Dublin South City Bridge

c. 115m northwest

DU018-020364 Dublin South City House - indeterminate date

c. 125m northwest

DU018-142

c. 130m east

Dublin South City Field system

DU018-020204 Dublin South City Bridge

c. 140m north-northeast

DU018-020057 Dublin South City Ritual site - holy well

c. 140m north

DU018-020357 Dublin South City House - 18th/19th century

c. 145m south

3.5
AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS
Inspection of the aerial photographic coverage of the proposed development area
held by the Ordnance Survey (1995, 2000 and 2005) and Google Earth (2005-2018)
was undertaken as part of this assessment. No further sites of archaeological
significance were identified due to the built-up nature of the proposed development
area. The current ground plan within the proposed development area has been
present since at least 1995. The aerial photographic record shows that a significant
road development has taken place immediately to the north of the proposed
development area with the construction of a relief road (c. 2000).

IRISH ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONSULTANCY LTD

17

St Luke’s Avenue/ Brabazon Place,
Dublin 8

4

Archaeological Assessment

RESULTS OF FIELD INSPECTION

4.1
FIELD INSPECTION
The field inspection sought to assess the site, its previous and current land use, the
topography and whether any areas or sites of archaeological potential were present.
During the course of the field investigation the proposed development area and its
surrounding environs were inspected for known or previously unknown
archaeological sites.
The proposed development area is currently occupied by a mixture of some
fragmented 19th century structures and modern ware houses. The south-eastern
corner of the block that fronts onto Newmarket Square is characterised by a stone
built, two storey brewery building known as the Watkin’s Brewery building with
redbrick reveals around window and door opes (Plates 4 and 5). The stone built
façade of Watkin’s Brewery Building extends westwards beyond the current roofline
of this structure and forms the street frontage of the ‘Tyrrel Brothers‘ workshop.
Immediately north of the façade, this building is a modern block-built structure. At the
first-floor level, this façade is seven bays in width with the eastern four bays situated
outside of the proposed development area while the eastern three bays are within
the area.
The area to the rear of the Watkin’s Brewery building is accessed via a gateway that is
a relatively recent insertion through the former building fabric of the brewery that
now acts as a boundary wall (Plate 6). This wall runs to the west along Newmarket
Square to the corner of Ardee Street and is defined by three distinct stretches of
walling, each one composed of different fabric. This wall, which displays bricked up
arched openings, represents the southern elevation of the buildings that are visible
fronting the square on the 1866 and 1911 mapping (Plate 7). Several lead-lined
windows are visible in sections of this wall (Plate 8). These structures have since been
demolished and an open and overgrown yard area currently occupies a large
southwestern portion of the site (Plate 9).
Ardee Street presents a façade which retains much of its original character. In
addition to the Georgian townhouse and arched gateway, which abut the proposed
development area (Plate 10), several later buildings constructed in a sympathetic
style, front the street. This arched gateway represents the original goods entrance
into the Brewery.
The northern portion of the plot is largely built upon with some yard space (Plates 11
and 12). A chimney stack and a number of residential houses were visible immediately
north of the proposed development area on the 1866-7 and 1911 mapping. Many of
the structures visible have been demolished. This area of the site currently occupied
by a large overgrown yard interspersed with ruinous and overgrown 19th and 20th
century brick and stone buildings. A 20th century block built, asbestos roofed
warehouse, occupies much of the eastern road frontage of the proposed
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development area fronting Brabazon Place (Plate 13). The remains of a ruined
chimney structure abuts this building (Plate 14).
The vaults beneath the proposed development area are still extant as they were when
they were surveyed in 2005. However, they have been subject to some impacts due
to their partial infilling by concrete. No medieval remains were identified in the 2005
survey and the basement appears to be related to a brewery building present on the
first edition OS map of 1838.
Whilst the development area does not contain any recorded sites, the potential for
industrial archaeological remains is high considering the use of the site as a brewery
for around 200 years and its position in an area of Dublin that contained a large
amount of industrial activity from the medieval period onward. It is also possible that
the basement level was once larger and covered more of the development area to the
north and east.
4.2
CONCLUSIONS
The site of the proposed development is located within the post medieval industrial
heart land of Dublin City. Medieval activity has also been identified within the area as
it was during this period that the River Poddle, which runs south-southeast along
Ardee Street adjacent to the proposed development area was utilised and modified in
order to provide power to various mills and industries. These industries grew
throughout the post medieval period with the area characterised by mills, breweries
tanneries, tenter-fields and clay pipe production.
The proposed development area is located within the zone of archaeological potential
for Dublin City (DU018-020). A total of 16 RMP designations (sub-constraints) are
located within a 150m radius of the development area. The closest of these sites
occur as a cluster c. 45-60m to the west and include a Bridge (DU018-020331), Mill
(DU018-121), Watercourse (DU018-020575), Tannery (DU018-122), and Hospital
(DU018-020332/679).
A review of the Excavations Bulletin (1970-2018) has shown that five test trenches
were excavated at the site in 2018 (Myles). The excavation showed that following the
demolition of 18th century buildings on the Newmarket frontage of the site, their
basements were backfilled with demolition rubble. A large internal well, lined with
19th century brick, was located within the brewery structures seen on Roque’s map of
1756. An ex-situ millstone was also uncovered at the centre of the site, in an area
which was paved with granite slabs.
A large amount of archaeological investigations have also been undertaken within the
immediate surrounding area. In addition, a building survey was carried out of the
basement area within the site in 2005, but no medieval fabric was identified. Whilst
medieval deposits have been identified within the surrounding area, the record is
dominated by post medieval industrial remains associated with the previous use of
the area. A large number of skeletons were also excavated from the graveyard
associated with St Luke’s Church to the northwest of the development area.
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A review of the historical mapping has shown that the area of Dublin containing the
proposed development area underwent development between 1673 and 1728, by
which time it was a well-established industrial suburb of Dublin. The proposed
development area has been occupied by structures since at least 1728. Initially, the
site contained a mixture of residential buildings during the first half of the 18th
century as per Rocque’s map of 1756. From the mid-18th century until the 20th
century, the site was occupied by brewery buildings, warehouses and a chimney
stack. Some building fabric relating to these structures survives on site albeit in a
degraded form.
The results of the site inspection indicate that the site boundary wall once formed
part of the upstanding brewery structures visible on the historic OS mapping. Whilst
the development area does not contain any recorded sites, the potential for industrial
archaeological remains is high considering the use of the site as a brewery for around
200 years and its position in an area of Dublin that contained a large amount of
industrial activity from the medieval period onward. It is also possible that a water
course runs across the site in an east-west direction. This was reported in 2005 by IAC
Ltd but no physical evidence for such a feature was identified during the course of this
assessment.
It should be noted that the site was in use for industrial processes well into the 20th
century and a level of disturbance has been carried out on site associated with the
construction of modern warehouses and ancillary structures.
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IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND MITIGATION STRATEGY

Impacts can be identified from detailed information about a project, the nature of the
area affected and the range of archaeological resources potentially affected.
Archaeological sites can be affected adversely in a number of ways: disturbance by
excavation, topsoil stripping; disturbance by vehicles working in unsuitable conditions;
and burial of sites, limiting access for future archaeological investigation. Upstanding
archaeology can be affected adversely by direct damage or destruction arising from
development, from inadvertent damage arising from vibration, undermining etc. and
also by indirect impacts to a building’s visual setting, view or curtilage.
5.1

IMPACT ASSESSMENT
•

The existing basement level within the proposed development area and red
brick well will be preserved in-situ, with the exception of 23m of the northern
end of the basement. The elements will be incorporated into the proposed
development and displayed with the use of glass flooring. This is considered to
be a significant positive impact for the industrial heritage of the Liberties area.

•

Within the remaining portions of the site, it is possible that ground
disturbances associated with development may have an direct negative
impact on archaeological remains that have the potential to survive beneath
the current ground level. This includes the post medieval structural remains
identified during testing in 2018. Impacts have the potential to range from
moderate to significant in significance.

•

A previous architectural survey of the basements onsite did not identify any
medieval fabric within the fabric of the walls. The walls appear to date from
the late 18th or early 19th centuries.

•

In 2005 the property owner attested to a watercourse running along the
northern outside wall of the basement in an east-west direction. Such a
watercourse, if present may represent a mill-race associated with brewing or
industrial activity onsite and may be impacted upon by ground disturbances
associated with the proposed development. It should be noted that no
evidence for a watercourse was identified during testing.

•

The red brick tower will be retained as part of the proposed development.
However, the ruined chimney structure and boundary walls will be removed
and as such this represent an impact on the industrial heritage of the Liberties
area.
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5.2
MITIGATION
We recommend the following actions in mitigation of the impacts above.
•

It is recommended that a programme of archaeological monitoring be carried
out across the proposed development area, during ground disturbances. This
should be carried out by an archaeologist under licence to the DoCHG. Any
post medieval remains should be recorded during the course of the works.
Should any significant archaeological remains be discovered, further
mitigation such as excavation (preservation by record) or preservation in-situ,
may be required. Any further mitigation will require the approval of the
National Monuments Service of the DoCHG and the Dublin City Archaeologist.

•

It is recommended that a full written and photographic record be made of the
ruined chimney structure and the boundary walls prior to their removal and
that the demolition works are monitored by a suitably qualified archaeologist.

It is the developer’s responsibility to ensure full provision is made available for the
resolution of any archaeological remains, both on site and during the post excavation
process, should that be deemed the appropriate manner in which to proceed.
Please note that all recommendations are subject to approval by the National
Monuments Service of the Heritage and Planning Division, Department of
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht and the Dublin City Archaeologist.
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APPENDICES
APPENDIX 1

SMR/RMP SITES WITHIN THE SURROUNDING AREA

SMR NO.

DU018-020331

RMP STATUS

RMP

TOWNLAND

Dublin South City

I.T.M.

714579/733411

CLASSIFICATION

Bridge

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 45m west

DESCRIPTION

Formerly crossed a stream at the junction of Ardee Street and Cork Street. Shown
on the FMD map (1978). Mentioned by Bradley & King (1987). No visible surface
trace.
6:32/1 -Craig (1982, 159) identified Poole Street as at least 17th Century in date.
Weaver’s houses c.1700 with cruciform roof construction held together by
crossed purlins from gable to gable were on the street facing Braithwaite Street.
Now destroyed.
6:32/2 –Listed in the Dublin City Council Development Plan (1991) as “site of
water mill” at the Maltings on Ardee St (No. 4, 277). Shown on FMD Map (1978).
6:32/3 –Listed in the DCCDP (1991) as “site of bridge” on Ardee Street (No.3, 277).
Also shown on FMD Map (1978). It crossed a mill race which fed the malt mill
above.
6:34/4 –Listed in the DCCDP (1991) as “site of hospital” between Ardee Street &
Chamber Street (NO. 2, 277). Shown as a religious house on FMD Map (1978).

REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie Stout (OPW files); FMD Map (1978); UAS (Vol. III, 196);
Walsh, P. in Gillespie, E (Ed) (1973, 67-69).

SMR NO.

DU018-020679

RMP STATUS

RMP

TOWNLAND

Dublin South City

I.T.M.

714561/733382

CLASSIFICATION

Hospital

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 50m west

DESCRIPTION

Listed on the DCDP and FMD as ‘site of Hospital’and a religious house between
Ardee and Chamber Street.

REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file

SMR NO.

DU018-020332

RMP STATUS

RMP

TOWNLAND

Dublin South City

I.T.M.

714559/733363

CLASSIFICATION

Hospital

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 50m west

DESCRIPTION

6:34/4 –Listed in the DCCDP (1991) as “site of hospital” between Ardee Street &
Chamber Street (NO. 2, 277). Shown as a religious house on FMD Map (1978).
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REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie Stout (OPW files); FMD Map (1978); UAS (Vol. III, 196);
Walsh, P. in Gillespie, E (Ed) (1973, 67-69).

SMR NO.

DU018-020575

RMP STATUS

RMP

TOWNLAND

Dublin South City

I.T.M.

714568/733419

CLASSIFICATION

Watercourse

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 55m west

DESCRIPTION

On north angle of Ardee Street & Cork Street, excavations in 1993 exposed an N-S
flowing watercourse which was part of the new course of the Poddle river,
diverted through the area in the 12th Century.

REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie Hayden, A in I, Bennett (ed) Excavations (1993, 19-20).

SMR NO.

DU018-121

RMP STATUS

RMP

TOWNLAND

Dublin South City

I.T.M.

714576/733426

CLASSIFICATION

Mill - unclassified

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 60m west

DESCRIPTION

No information available

REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file

SMR NO.

DU018-122

RMP STATUS

RMP

TOWNLAND

Dublin South City

I.T.M.

714576/733426

CLASSIFICATION

Tannery

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 60m west

DESCRIPTION

No information available

REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file

SMR NO.

DU018-020490

RMP STATUS

RMP

TOWNLAND

Dublin South City

I.T.M.

714629/733288

CLASSIFICATION

House - indeterminate date

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 70m south

DESCRIPTION

Formerly Sterling Street. The site is noted as a stone house deserving attention,
called the Brass Castle. There is an illustration by Rose Barton of the Brass Castle,
Chapelzoid, in Frances Gerard’s ‘Picteresque Dublin Old and New. This 1897
publication has a footnote that this was the house by the churchyard in Le Fanu’s
novel, and thus began an error that has been continued ever since. Miss Barton’s
drawing was of the Liberties not Chapelzoid. The confusion may have continued as
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there was a building called Brass Castle in both places. There is an old story that
there was a mint of James in both these places, but this is despite general
acceptance that the mint of this monarch was on Chapel Street. Nevertheless it is
curious that the location of the Liberties house should be called Sterling Street.
This was a cul de sac at the S end of Mill Street, and the great gabled houses there
are belived to have been constructed of rubble masonry. In the early 19th the
Brass Castle building was used as a brewery and is reported to have had extensive
vaults. A narrow turn off Sterlins street led down to the Three Houses (Sweeney’s
Lane). The Brass Castle was demolished 1918.
REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file

SMR NO.

DU018-020330

RMP STATUS

RMP

TOWNLAND

Dublin South City

I.T.M.

714543/733472

CLASSIFICATION

Mill - unclassified

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 100m northwest

DESCRIPTION

Located between Poole, Ardee and Chamber Street. Craig (1982) noted that Poole
Street is at least 17th century in date, noting weavers houses with a cruciform
roof construction held together with crossed purloins which stretch from gable to
gable. Now demolished. The site is listed in the Dublin City Development Plan
1991 as ‘site of a water mill’, associated with malting. The site is also shown on a
map of Dublin 840-1340 AD (Friends of Medieval Dublin 1978). The site is also
listed under the same DCDP and FMD map as ‘site of bridge’, which crossed the
mill race feeding the malting mill above. The site is also listed under the above
DCDP and FMD as ‘site of hospital’ and a religious house.

REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file

SMR NO.

DU018-020400

RMP STATUS

RMP

TOWNLAND

Dublin South City

I.T.M.

714548/733501

CLASSIFICATION

Mill - unclassified

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 110m northwest

DESCRIPTION

No information available

REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file

SMR NO.

DU018-020202

RMP STATUS

RMP

TOWNLAND

Dublin South City

I.T.M.

714722/733266

CLASSIFICATION

House - 18th/19th century

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 110m south-southeast

DESCRIPTION

This house, which according to tradition was a dower house of the Brabazons was
substantially ‘vandalised’ by the architect George P. Beater, is described as one of
the last remaining glories of the Liberties. Owned by Bullen/Boleyn, renowned for
his nurseries and gardens. In 1888, Joshua Allen sketched the building, a drawing
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which ties in closely with photographs taken the same time. String courses are
shown on the windows of ground and first floor, with semi-circular relieving
arches above the second floor windows. The twin curvilinear gables and string
courses were removed in 1891, and the ‘hideous’ stop storey added. The
doorway, noted as a type almost unique to Dublin, was removed in 1894 and a
porch added. By this time the house had become a Mission Centre with a school
and meeting hall attached. The old doorway, although removed, was cemented as
an ornament to one of the buildings at the rear. It has weathered very badly over
the intervening period.
The door is described as made of sandstone, showing early use of the fluted
pilaster and Corinthian capitals, surmounted by a swan neck pediment of inturned
foliate scrolls. A small pedestal rests within the pediment, which would be
expected usually to carry a date, a cartouche or a coat of arms, but there is no
evidence for such here. The doorway may have been the work of Wm. Kiswell, the
monumental sculptor who came to Dublin in 1711, and who regularly used scroll
pediments. However, the ‘rosettes’ on the pediment termini do not appear to his
work.
The house is wainscoted in pine, and the broad staircase is flanked by a ramped
handrail with fluted and twisted balusters. The original oak panelled door has
been retained in the porch, but the top two panels have been replaced by cast
iron grilles which admit more light to the hall. Some flush sash windows survive on
the ground floor, but the old arrangement of glazing bars have disappeared.
Another fine feature of the building, now disappeared, was the moulded window
sills, which are common of the period when string courses had become more
decorative than functional.
The remains of one of the Mill Ponds that gave its name to the street are still to be
seen near the spot where the two branches of the Poddle are reunited. In the
1730s a ‘Popish school’ was kept here by one Catherine Anderson. A building close
to the Newmarket worthy of note was the ‘old house of Entertainment, Matt
White’s tavern, described by Joshua Allen. It seems to have been a medieval
tradition structure with a wide sloping gable (illustrating the debt due to the
Gothic gable by the Dutch pedimented house). The tavern was destroyed in 1892.
REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file

SMR NO.

DU018-020203

RMP STATUS

RMP

TOWNLAND

Dublin South City

I.T.M.

714537/733493

CLASSIFICATION

Bridge

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 115m northwest

DESCRIPTION

No information available

REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file

SMR NO.

DU018-020364

RMP STATUS

RMP

TOWNLAND

Dublin South City

I.T.M.

714525/733489

CLASSIFICATION

House - indeterminate date

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 125m northwest

DESCRIPTION

No information available
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REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file

SMR NO.

DU018-142

RMP STATUS

RMP

TOWNLAND

Dublin South City

I.T.M.

714813/733447

CLASSIFICATION

Field system

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 130m east

DESCRIPTION

No information available

REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file

SMR NO.

DU018-020204

RMP STATUS

RMP

TOWNLAND

Dublin South City

I.T.M.

714723/733559

CLASSIFICATION

Bridge

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 140m north-northeast

DESCRIPTION

Shown on the FMD map (1978) as ‘site of bridge’. Mentioned by Bradley and King
(1987) as crossing a stream midway along Cook Street, although no surface traces
remain.

REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file

SMR NO.

DU018-020057

RMP STATUS

RMP

TOWNLAND

Dublin South City

I.T.M.

714683/733571

CLASSIFICATION

Ritual site - holy well

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 140m north

DESCRIPTION

Known as St. Francis's Well. Shown on the Friends of Medieval map (1978, D3) at
the junction of Meath Street and The Coombe. There is no visible surface trace.

REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file

SMR NO.

DU018-020357

RMP STATUS

RMP

TOWNLAND

Dublin South City

I.T.M.

714676/733222

CLASSIFICATION

House - 18th/19th century

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 145m south

DESCRIPTION

Dutch Billy, survived up until 1932. Bore a plaque with the date 1721. The lane
derives its name from the Sweeney Family, prominent Mill Street merchants of
the 18th Century. The house, built of red brick was panelled in pitched pine and
commanded a view of the tenter fields.
The curvilinear gable with pediment is found chiefly in the southeast England, and
this is the variety which in Dublin became known as the ‘Dutch Billy’. In the
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Liberties, perhaps the most photographed of the examples of this style survived
until 1932 in Sweeneys Lane, the name derived from the Sweeney Family,
prominent Mill Street merchants of the 18th century. The houses were all built of
red brick and panelled in pitched pine, commanding a view of the Tenter Fields.
REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie Stout (OPW files); Walsh, P. in Gillespie, E (Ed) (1973, 67-69).
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STRAY FINDS WITHIN THE SURROUNDING AREA

Information on artefact finds from the study area in County Dublin has been recorded
by the National Museum of Ireland since the late 18th century. Location information
relating to these finds is important in establishing prehistoric and historic activity in
the study area.
MUSEUM NO

1959: 756-758

TOWNLAND

3 Mill Street

PARISH

St. Lukes

BARONY

Dublin South City

FIND

Wooden Water Piping (3 Lengths)

FIND PLACE

Found during clearance works at a depth of 39cm below the surface on the
works site of Messrs E. O’ Keeffe Ltd, 3 Mill Street.

DESCRIPTION

It measures 123cm long. It is lapsed at end & broken off at the other end. At
the lapsed end, the surface measures 17cm in diameter. The log is not
centrally bored as at the broken end, a thickness of 9.5cm lies on one side of
the hole whilst there is only 6cm of a thickness of timber on the opposite
side. The piping is tapered for a distance of 17 cm from the tapered end. At
distance of 23cm from the tapered end there is a circular hole 9cm in
diameter, this hole may originally have held a stopper of jointing piece and if
so; it is now missing.

REFERENCE

Irish Antiquities Division, NMI (Brendan Ó’ Riordáin, 1959).
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PROTECTING

THE

ARCHAEOLOGICAL

PROTECTION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE

The cultural heritage in Ireland is safeguarded through national and international
policy designed to secure the protection of the cultural heritage resource to the
fullest possible extent (Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands 1999,
35). This is undertaken in accordance with the provisions of the European Convention
on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (Valletta Convention), ratified by
Ireland in 1997.
THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCE

The National Monuments Act 1930 to 2014 and relevant provisions of the National
Cultural Institutions Act 1997 are the primary means of ensuring the satisfactory
protection of archaeological remains, which includes all man-made structures of
whatever form or date except buildings habitually used for ecclesiastical purposes. A
National Monument is described as ‘a monument or the remains of a monument the
preservation of which is a matter of national importance by reason of the historical,
architectural, traditional, artistic or archaeological interest attaching thereto’
(National Monuments Act 1930 Section 2). A number of mechanisms under the
National Monuments Act are applied to secure the protection of archaeological
monuments. These include the Register of Historic Monuments, the Record of
Monuments and Places, and the placing of Preservation Orders and Temporary
Preservation Orders on endangered sites.
OWNERSHIP AND GUARDIANSHIP OF NATIONAL MONUMENTS

The Minister may acquire national monuments by agreement or by compulsory order.
The state or local authority may assume guardianship of any national monument
(other than dwellings). The owners of national monuments (other than dwellings)
may also appoint the Minister or the local authority as guardian of that monument if
the state or local authority agrees. Once the site is in ownership or guardianship of
the state, it may not be interfered with without the written consent of the Minister.
REGISTER OF HISTORIC MONUMENTS

Section 5 of the 1987 Act requires the Minister to establish and maintain a Register of
Historic Monuments. Historic monuments and archaeological areas present on the
register are afforded statutory protection under the 1987 Act. Any interference with
sites recorded on the register is illegal without the permission of the Minister. Two
months’ notice in writing is required prior to any work being undertaken on or in the
vicinity of a registered monument. The register also includes sites under Preservation
Orders and Temporary Preservation Orders. All registered monuments are included in
the Record of Monuments and Places.
PRESERVATION ORDERS AND TEMPORARY PRESERVATION ORDERS

Sites deemed to be in danger of injury or destruction can be allocated Preservation
Orders under the 1930 Act. Preservation Orders make any interference with the site
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illegal. Temporary Preservation Orders can be attached under the 1954 Act. These
perform the same function as a Preservation Order but have a time limit of six
months, after which the situation must be reviewed. Work may only be undertaken
on or in the vicinity of sites under Preservation Orders with the written consent, and
at the discretion, of the Minister.
RECORD OF MONUMENTS AND PLACES

Section 12(1) of the 1994 Act requires the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and
the Islands (now the Minister for the Department of Culture, Heritage and the
Gaeltacht) to establish and maintain a record of monuments and places where the
Minister believes that such monuments exist. The record comprises a list of
monuments and relevant places and a map/s showing each monument and relevant
place in respect of each county in the state. All sites recorded on the Record of
Monuments and Places receive statutory protection under the National Monuments
Act 1994. All recorded monuments on the proposed development site are
represented on the accompanying maps.
Section 12(3) of the 1994 Act provides that ‘where the owner or occupier (other than
the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands) of a monument or place
included in the Record, or any other person, proposes to carry out, or to cause or
permit the carrying out of, any work at or in relation to such a monument or place, he
or she shall give notice in writing to the Minister of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the
Islands to carry out work and shall not, except in case of urgent necessity and with the
consent of the Minister, commence the work until two months after giving of notice’.
Under the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 2004, anyone who demolishes or
in any way interferes with a recorded site is liable to a fine not exceeding €3,000 or
imprisonment for up to 6 months. On summary conviction and on conviction of
indictment, a fine not exceeding €10,000 or imprisonment for up to 5 years is the
penalty. In addition, they are liable for costs for the repair of the damage caused.
In addition to this, under the European Communities (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 1989, Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) are required
for various classes and sizes of development project to assess the impact the
proposed development will have on the existing environment, which includes the
cultural, archaeological and built heritage resources. These document’s
recommendations are typically incorporated into the conditions under which the
proposed development must proceed, and thus offer an additional layer of protection
for monuments which have not been listed on the RMP.
THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000

Under planning legislation, each local authority is obliged to draw up a Development
Plan setting out their aims and policies with regard to the growth of the area over a
five-year period. They cover a range of issues including archaeology and built
heritage, setting out their policies and objectives with regard to the protection and
enhancement of both. These policies can vary from county to county. The Planning
and Development Act 2000 recognises that proper planning and sustainable

ix

IRISH ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONSULTANCY LTD

St Luke’s Avenue/ Brabazon Place,
Dublin 8

Archaeological Assessment

development includes the protection of the archaeological heritage. Conditions
relating to archaeology may be attached to individual planning permissions.
Dublin City Council Development Plan 2016-2022

It is the policy of Dublin City Council
CHC9: To protect and preserve National Monuments.
1. To protect archaeological material in situ by ensuring that only minimal impact
on archaeological layers is allowed, by way of the re-use of buildings, light
buildings, foundation design or the omission of basements in the Zones of
Archaeological Interest.
2. That where preservation in situ is not feasible, sites of archaeological interest
shall be subject to ‘preservation by record’ according to best practice in
advance of re-development.
3. That sites within Zones of Archaeological Interest will be subject to
consultation with the City Archaeologist and archaeological assessment prior
to a planning application being lodged.
4. That the National Monuments Service will be consulted in assessing proposals
for development which relate to Monuments and Zones of Archaeological
Interest.
5. To preserve known burial grounds and disused historic graveyards, where
appropriate, to ensure that human remain are re-interred, except where
otherwise agreed with the National Museum of Ireland.
6. That in evaluating proposals for development in the vicinity of the surviving
sections of the city wall that due recognition be given to their national
significance and their special character.
7. To have regard to the Shipwreck inventory maintained by the DAHG. Proposed
developments that may have potential to impact on riverine, inter-tidal and
sub-tidal environments shall be subject to an underwater archaeological
assessment in advance of works.
8. To have regard to DAHG policy documents and guidelines relating to
archaeology.
It is an objective of Dublin City Council:
CHCO10:
1. To implement the archaeological actions of the Dublin City Heritage Plan
2002-6 in light of the Dublin City Heritage Plan Review 2012.
2. To prepare and implement conservation plans for National Monuments and
Monuments in DCC care (City Walls, St Luke’s Church, St James’s Graveyard,
St. Thomas’s Abbey, St Canice’s Graveyard etc).
3. To maintain, develop and promote the Dublin City Archaeological Archive
(DCAA) at
4. Pearse Street Library and Archives.
5. To ensure the public dissemination of the findings of licensed archaeological
activity in Dublin through the Dublin County Archaeology GIS.
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6. To develop a long-term management plan to promote the conservation,
management and interpretation of archaeological sites and monuments and
to identify areas for strategic research.
7. To have regard to the city’s industrial heritage and Dublin City Industrial
Heritage Record (DCIHR) in the preparation of Local Area Plans (LAPs) and the
assessment of planning applications and to publish the DCIHR online. To
review the DCIHR in accordance with Ministerial recommendations arising
from the national Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) survey of Dublin
City and in accordance with the Strategic Approach set out in Section 11.1.4 of
this Chapter
8. To promote awareness of, and access to, the city’s archaeological inheritance
and foster high-quality public archaeology.
9. To promote archaeological best practice in Dublin city.
10. To promote the awareness of the international significance of Viking Dublin
and to support post-excavation research into the Wood Quay excavations
1962-81.
11. To develop a strategy for the former Civic Museum collection and for other
collections of civic interest and importance.
12. To investigate the potential for the erection of Columbarium Walls.
13. To support the implementation of the Kilmainham Mill Conservation Plan.
14. Dublin City Council will seek to work with Diageo to undertake a more
comprehensive industrial heritage survey of the constituent historic buildings
within the Guinness Brewery complex at Saint James’s Gate.
15. To implement and promote The Dublin Principles (ICOMOS, 2011) as guiding
principles to assist in the documentation, protection, conservation and
appreciation of industrial heritage as part of the heritage of Dublin and
Ireland.
16. To continue to implement actions of the Saint Luke’s Conservation Plan on the
basis of funds available to conserve the monument, recover the graveyard,
provide visitor access, improve visual amenity and secure an appropriate new
use.
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IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND THE CULTURAL HERITAGE

POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL REMAINS

Impacts are defined as ‘the degree of change in an environment resulting from a
development’ (Environmental Protection Agency 2003: 31). They are described as
profound, significant or slight impacts on archaeological remains. They may be
negative, positive or neutral, direct, indirect or cumulative, temporary or permanent.
Impacts can be identified from detailed information about a project, the nature of the
area affected and the range of archaeological and historical resources potentially
affected. Development can affect the archaeological and historical resource of a given
landscape in a number of ways.
•

Permanent and temporary land-take, associated structures, landscape
mounding, and their construction may result in damage to or loss of
archaeological remains and deposits, or physical loss to the setting of historic
monuments and to the physical coherence of the landscape.

•

Archaeological sites can be affected adversely in a number of ways:
disturbance by excavation, topsoil stripping and the passage of heavy
machinery; disturbance by vehicles working in unsuitable conditions; or burial
of sites, limiting accessibility for future archaeological investigation.

•

Hydrological changes in groundwater or surface water levels can result from
construction activities such as de-watering and spoil disposal, or longer-term
changes in drainage patterns. These may desiccate archaeological remains and
associated deposits.

•

Visual impacts on the historic landscape sometimes arise from construction
traffic and facilities, built earthworks and structures, landscape mounding and
planting, noise, fences and associated works. These features can impinge
directly on historic monuments and historic landscape elements as well as
their visual amenity value.

•

Landscape measures such as tree planting can damage sub-surface
archaeological features, due to topsoil stripping and through the root action of
trees and shrubs as they grow.

•

Ground consolidation by construction activities or the weight of permanent
embankments can cause damage to buried archaeological remains, especially
in colluviums or peat deposits.

•

Disruption due to construction also offers in general the potential for
adversely affecting archaeological remains. This can include machinery, site
offices, and service trenches.
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Although not widely appreciated, positive impacts can accrue from developments.
These can include positive resource management policies, improved maintenance and
access to archaeological monuments, and the increased level of knowledge of a site or
historic landscape as a result of archaeological assessment and fieldwork.
PREDICTED IMPACTS

The severity of a given level of land-take or visual intrusion varies with the type of
monument, site or landscape features and its existing environment. Severity of impact
can be judged taking the following into account:

xiii

•

The proportion of the feature affected and how far physical characteristics
fundamental to the understanding of the feature would be lost;

•

Consideration of the type, date, survival/condition, fragility/vulnerability,
rarity, potential and amenity value of the feature affected;

•

Assessment of the levels of noise, visual and hydrological impacts, either in
general or site-specific terms, as may be provided by other specialists.
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MITIGATION MEASURES AND THE CULTURAL HERITAGE

POTENTIAL MITIGATION STRATEGIES FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE REMAINS

Mitigation is defined as features of the design or other measures of the proposed
development that can be adopted to avoid, prevent, reduce or offset negative effects.
The best opportunities for avoiding damage to archaeological remains or intrusion on
their setting and amenity arise when the site options for the development are being
considered. Damage to the archaeological resource immediately adjacent to
developments may be prevented by the selection of appropriate construction
methods. Reducing adverse effects can be achieved by good design, for example by
screening historic buildings or upstanding archaeological monuments or by burying
archaeological sites undisturbed rather than destroying them. Offsetting adverse
effects is probably best illustrated by the full investigation and recording of
archaeological sites that cannot be preserved in situ.
DEFINITION OF MITIGATION STRATEGIES
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCE

The ideal mitigation for all archaeological sites is preservation in situ. This is not
always a practical solution, however. Therefore, a series of recommendations are
offered to provide ameliorative measures where avoidance and preservation in situ
are not possible.
Archaeological Test Trenching can be defined as ‘a limited programme of intrusive
fieldwork which determines the presence or absence of archaeological features,
structures, deposits, artefacts or ecofacts within a specified area or site on land, intertidal zone or underwater. If such archaeological remains are present field evaluation
defines their character, extent, quality and preservation, and enables an assessment
of their worth in a local, regional, national or international context as appropriate’
(CIfA 2014a).
Full Archaeological Excavation can be defined as ‘a programme of controlled, intrusive
fieldwork with defined research objectives which examines, records and interprets
archaeological deposits, features and structures and, as appropriate, retrieves
artefacts, ecofacts and other remains within a specified area or site on land, intertidal zone or underwater. The records made and objects gathered during fieldwork
are studied and the results of that study published in detail appropriate to the project
design’ (CIfA 2014b).
Archaeological Monitoring can be defined as ‘a formal programme of observation and
investigation conducted during any operation carried out for non-archaeological
reasons. This will be within a specified area or site on land, inter-tidal zone or
underwater, where there is a possibility that archaeological deposits may be
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disturbed or destroyed. The programme will result in the preparation of a report and
ordered archive (CIfA 2014c).
Underwater Archaeological Assessment consists of a programme of works carried out
by a specialist underwater archaeologist, which can involve wade surveys, metal
detection surveys and the excavation of test pits within the sea or riverbed. These
assessments are able to access and assess the potential of an underwater
environment to a much higher degree than terrestrial based assessments.
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Plate 1: Illustration of Watkins Brewery from archway, ‘old maltings’ (left),
malt store (right), brewhouse (centre), from Barnard 1889-91 p.363

Plate 2: Illustration of cellars, from Barnard 1889-91 p.365

Plate 3: Location of test trenches, Myles 2018
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Plate 4: View west along Newmarket Square at the ‘Brewery Block’

Plate 5: The Watkin’s Brewery building, facing west

Plate 6: Newmarket entrance to site with redbrick tower visible, facing north

Plate 7: Three distinct stretches of walling fronting Newmarket Square, facing
northwest
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Plate 8: Lead-lined window in boundary wall, facing north

Plate 9: South-western corner of the proposed development area, facing
southwest

Plate 10: 10 Ardee Street and original arched entrance into block, facing
southeast

Plate 11: North-eastern section of the proposed development area, facing
east
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Plate 12: North-western section of the proposed development area, facing
southwest

Plate 13: 20th century warehouse fronting onto Brabazon Place, facing
southwest

Plate 14: Ruined chimney structure, facing east
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