3 December 2019

Re: 435 apartment units, employment uses accommodated in 5no. buildings ranging in height from 4
to 13 storeys and incorporating an undercroft level, at a site measuring c.1.88ha, and all associated
site development works

To whom it may concern,
In March 2019, Archaeological Consultancy Services Unit Ltd (ACSU) were appointed by
Ballymore RCP Development Services Ltd to carry out a Desktop Assessment (Appendix 1) for
the site of the proposed development at The Former Ormond Printworks, Rathoath Road, Dublin
11, D11 HY83.
The conclusion of this assessment was that, while the site contains no Recorded Monuments listed
within the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) or Sites and Monuments Record (SMR),
there was some potential for previously unrecorded sub-surface features or deposits of an
archaeological nature. This was due to the type of Recorded Monuments located within the
surrounding townlands and the results of previous archaeological assessments and excavations
that had been undertaken in the environs. As a result, the Desktop Assessment recommended that
archaeological monitoring be undertaken during the groundworks element of any future
development.
Following this Desktop Assessment, Ballymore RCP Development Services Ltd successfully
applied for planning permission (Ref. No. 3568/19) to demolish the existing warehouse on the
site. Subsequent to receipt of Final Grant of Permission from DCC, ACSU were appointed to
obtain an Archaeology Licence, monitor the demolition works on site and prepare an
Archaeological Impact Assessment on behalf of Ballymore RCP Development Services Ltd.
In October 2019, an Archaeological Licence (Ref. No. 19E0677) was received from the National
Monuments Service, Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht, in consultation with the
National Museum of Ireland (Appendix 2). Monitoring works by ACSU commenced on site from
28/11/19, in line with the demolition works. This is progressing well and no archaeological
constraints have been identified to date.
ACSU can therefore confirm that we have been appointed by Ballymore RCP Development
Services Ltd to fulfil all archaeology requirements of both the current demolition works and the
proposed scheme at a future date, and any findings will be documented accordingly.

Yours sincerely,

___________________________
Donald Murphy
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NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY
This report presents the findings of an archaeological desk top assessment in advance of a proposed residential
development at the former Ormond Printworks, Rathoath Road, Dublin 11 (ITM 712510, 737508).
The site of the proposed development contains no Recorded Monuments listed within the Record of Monuments and
Places (RMP) or Sites and Monuments Record (SMR), while the nearest Recorded Monument to the site (DU014-095 —
burial ground) is located c. 0.3 km to the northwest and will not be directly affected by the proposed development. The site
contains no protected structures, while the nearest protected structures (H.S. Reilly Bridge - Reg. No. 50060125 and 8th
Lock, Royal Canal - Reg. No. 50060124) are located c. 10–20 m to the south of the development and will not be directly
affected by the proposed development.
The site was inspected on 25 April 2019. The site of the proposed development is bounded to the south by the Royal
Canal, to the west by a residential development (Hamilton View), to the east by Ratoath Road and industrial/commercial
buildings beyond, and to the north by the junction of Ratoath Road and Ballyboggan Road. The site of the proposed
development consists of a brownfield site, the southern part of which is under a large warehouse structure, while the
northern part of the site is under grass and concrete in different areas. The site contains no visible surface evidence of
any archaeological features, and it is likely that the site is quite disturbed through former levelling of the property. It is also
possible, however, that such levelling was done by introducing material to the site, which could mean that the original
ground level on the site has been buried under made ground, hence archaeological material could survive intact under a
layer of introduced material.
A study of the recorded monuments located within the surrounding townlands and a review of previous archaeological
assessments and excavations within the environs (particularly the excavation of human burials in 2003 - 03E1823;
DU014-095), suggests that the overall landscape within which the proposed development is located should be considered
as having some archaeological potential. The site is likely to have been levelled in the past during the construction of the
standing industrial building on the site. Nonetheless, as this may have involved the raising of ground level rather than
ground reduction, the possibility remains that features of an archaeological nature may survive within the study area.
An assessment of the available cartographic sources revealed the presence of up to three houses within the study area in
the 19th and early 20th century, none of which remain. No features of historical or archaeological interest are, however,
apparent from an examination of the cartographic sources or aerial photographs for the study area.
This assessment concludes that while the site of the proposed development contains no Recorded Monuments, the study
area nonetheless has some potential to contain previously unrecorded sub-surface features or deposits of an
archaeological nature. It is therefore recommended that archaeological monitoring be carried out on the site during
groundworks associated with any future development.
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1. INTRODUCTION
This report presents the findings of an archaeological desk top assessment for a proposed residential development at the
former Ormond Printworks, Rathoath Road, Dublin 11 (Figure 1; ITM 712510, 737508).
The site of the proposed development contains no Recorded Monuments listed within the Record of Monuments and
Places (RMP) or Sites and Monuments Record (SMR), while the nearest Recorded Monument to the site (DU014-095 —
burial ground) is located c. 0.3 km to the northwest and will not be directly affected by the proposed development (Figure
2).
The site contains no protected structures, while the nearest protected structures (H.S. Reilly Bridge - Reg. No. 50060125
and 8th Lock, Royal Canal - Reg. No. 50060124) are located c. 10–20 m to the south of the development and will not be
directly affected by the proposed development (Figure 2).

2. THE DEVELOPMENT
2.1 Proposal
Royal Canal Park Phase IV Project:
A mixed-use (residential and commercial) scheme, accommodated in 5no. buildings (Blocks A to E inclusive) ranging in
height from 4 to 13 storeys and incorporating an undercroft level, at a site measuring c.1.88ha. Residential use
accommodated in 435no. dwellings (218no. 1-bed and 217no. 2-bed apartments), with ancillary private and private
communal amenity spaces. Employment uses (c.4,162 sq m) include a primary healthcare centre (including a café), a
pharmacy, own door offices, and a fitness centre (including a juice bar). Ancillary and associated site development works
include 2no. new vehicular site entrances at Hamilition View; ancillary undercroft and on-street car parking spaces,
including visitor/drop-off and car sharing scheme; bicycle parking spaces at surface and undercroft levels; ancillary plant,
bin storage, ESB substations; public open space / plazas (c. 10,770 sq.m in total) at entrances to the scheme to the north,
south and west.

2.2 Archaeological Requirements
The client requested an archaeological (desk top) assessment to be carried out at pre-planning stage, to assess the
archaeological potential of the site. The purpose of the desk-based assessment is to gain an understanding of the historic
environment in the study area, in order to assess the impact of the proposed development on the site and to provide
strategies to conserve any significant heritage assets while developing the site. The report will also provide
recommendations for further archaeological investigation, if deemed necessary, in order to develop the site.
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2.3 Methodology
A desk top survey was carried out involving a literature review and consultation of the Record of Monuments and Places
(RMP) and Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) compiled and updated by the National Monuments Service and the
National Historic Properties Service of the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. The RMP is comprised of
manuals that list all known archaeological sites and monuments in a county with accompanying maps (based on
Ordnance Survey (OS) six-inch maps) locating these sites. All sites included in the RMP are protected under the National
Monuments Acts (1930–2004). The SMR consists of all records stored in the Archaeological Survey of Ireland national
database and is presented in the Historic Environment Viewer, which also includes sites listed in the National Inventory of
Architectural Heritage.
The Topographical Files of the National Museum of Ireland were also consulted to assess the area’s archaeological
potential. These files list, on a townland basis, all archaeological artefacts in the care of or known to the museum. Such a
record can provide evidence for human settlement or activity in the absence of physical remains or documentary
references. The results of previous and ongoing archaeological investigations were also taken into account in order to
evaluate the level of archaeological remains coming to light in the area as this could have implications for the proposed
development. Historical maps held by the Map Library of Trinity College Dublin and aerial photography from the
Geological Survey of Ireland were both consulted. These sources can indicate areas of archaeological potential through
features like curving field boundaries, cropmarks and soil marks and can provide information regarding the nature and
extent of recorded archaeological sites that have become denuded since the early 19th century. Historical maps are also
useful in identifying other features of cultural heritage significance.
The Dublin City Development Plan 2016–2022 was consulted as this contains a Record of Protected Structures (Volume
4). The National Inventory of Architectural Heritage for County Dublin contains other buildings of architectural interest in
the area that are not included on the Record of Protected Structures.
In addition to the desk top study, a field inspection was carried out which sought to identify current and previous land use
and to locate any features of archaeological or architectural heritage potential or items of cultural heritage interest on or
near the site.

3. ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT
3.1 Archaeological & Historical Background
The proposed development site (Figure 1) is located in the townland of Pelletstown, in the parish and barony of
Castleknock. Much of the land to the west of the current development site was archaeologically investigated during the
early 2000s, uncovering a range of features including human burials of Late Iron Age date and a range of post-medieval
industrial features, such as brick clamps and iron works (see Section 3.4).
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Prehistoric period
The prehistoric evidence from the area around Pelletstown mostly relates to the Bronze Age (c. 2200–800 BC). A single
Neolithic (c. 4000–2200 BC) burial was excavated in the Phoenix Park in the 19th century, but this was covered by a
round tumulus into which several Early Bronze Age cremations had been inserted (NMI refs, W25, 26, 28 Wk 151–3). The
townland of Finglaswood (adjacent to Pelletstown to the northeast) has produced several prehistoric stray finds. A flint
end-scraper, probably Neolithic in date, was found in Finglas West, while Bronze Age artefacts have also come to light in
Finglas, and include three bronze axeheads, two palstaves and a spearhead (Dineen 2004). There is a clear distribution
of funerary monuments and significant finds along the Tolka River valley. The significance of that tributary as a boundary
and access route from the Early Bronze Age is clear.
There is also evidence for Iron Age activity (c.800 BC–500 AD) in the vicinity of the proposed development site, in the
adjacent townland of Cabragh to the west. A number of unusual finds recorded in the NMI Topographical Files include a
rare Roman coin dating to AD 41–54, found in garden soil (NMI ref. 1962:95). This may indicate the presence of a Roman
individual, or an import from a person who had visited continental Europe. A simple finger-ring from the same townland
(NMI ref. 1933:5070) is undated, but possibly of the same era.
Christianity was introduced into Ireland in the 5th century AD, bringing with it the introduction of the country’s earliest
churches. The early medieval ecclesiastical centres that evolved were quite significant foundations, with concentrated
settlement nearby. At Finglas (c.1.5 km northeast) a monastery founded in AD 560 by St Canice of Kilkenny became an
important Dublin parish church in the 11th century. Burial in monastic cemeteries was reserved for important and highranking individuals (O’Brien 2009). It was not until the 9th century that the Church succeeded in encouraging communities
to abandon ancestral burial grounds in favour of ecclesiastical cemeteries (ibid.).
The possible remains of a small unenclosed family cemetery were discovered during archaeological monitoring of topsoilstripping 300 m to the northwest of the study area and excavated in 2003 (Frazer 2003, Licence No. 03E1823; see
Section 3.4). This comprised five unenclosed human inhumation burials immediately south of River Road at Cardiff’s
Bridge (DU014-095). There were no further archaeological features and no finds were recovered with the burials. A date
in the early to mid-7th century AD was considered most likely for the burials, two of which were in stone-lined graves, one
oriented north–south and the other, a juvenile, orientated east–west.
Medieval period
The townland of Pelletstown lies within the parish and barony of Castleknock, a placename that originates in the AngloNorman period with the introduction of the word ‘castle’. This area was granted by Hugh de Lacy, the Earl of Meath, to
Hugh Tyrrell in c. 1177. Castleknock parish dates back to 1185 when Richard de Tyrell gave a grant to Benedictine Monks
to establish a religious house at Castleknock. The Anglo-Normans often imposed their own names on the areas in which
they settled, as can be seen in both cases of Pelletstown and Cardiffsbridge (named after the Pilates and Kerdiff families).
At the end of the 14th century, the lands of Cabragh and Pelletstown were in the possession of Walter Kerdiff. Cardiff’s
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Bridge (DU014-075) located c. 300 m northwest of the proposed development site is named after the Kerdiff family. This
bridge is believed to be of medieval origin (O’ Keefe & Simington 1991).
The ruins of a castle at Pelletstown (DU014-074), located c. 1 km northwest of the proposed development, are illustrated
on the 1st edition Ordnance Survey (OS) mapping, and the castle is mentioned in The Civil Survey of AD 1654–56
(Simington 1945). Recent archaeological investigations of the recorded castle site have identified possible foundation
remains of the medieval castle and associated buildings.
Post-medieval industrial landscape of Pelletstown
Lewis in 1837 noted extensive limestone quarries as well as numerous mills constructed along the banks of the River
Liffey. Pelletstown and its environs saw considerable change during the post-medieval period, not least with the
construction of the Royal Canal in the last decade of the 18th century, and of the railroad in the first quarter of the 19th
century. These both run to the immediate south of the proposed development, and form a significant part of the local
landscape today.
The Royal Canal was completed in 1817, being 90 miles long and containing 46 locks. When the Midlands and Great
Western Railway line was constructed, it followed the section of the Royal Canal between Spencer Dock in Dublin and
Mullingar in Westmeath. The arrival of the railway line was one of the main causes of the Royal and Grand Canals falling
into disuse.
Private industry, such as milling, brick production and iron works was also very evident in this area in the 18th and 19th
century. The 18th/19th century iron works, milling complex and brick field near the castle in Pelletstown to the northwest
have been subject to archaeological investigations in recent years (Giacometti 2007, Licence No. 07E0756).
Former quarries or possible former quarries in the area appear to relate to brick manufacturing in the locality (as
suggested by brick clamps uncovered to the west of the study area; Frazer & Hagen 2004, Licence No. 02E0970; see
Section 3.4). Proximity to the canal would have facilitated the transportation of bricks into Dublin, which was a rapidly
growing city through much of this period.

3.2 Record of Monuments and Places
The site contains no Recorded Monuments listed within the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) or Sites and
Monuments Record (SMR), while the nearest Recorded Monument to the site is a burial ground (DU014-095-), located
0.3 km to the northwest (Figure 2). The following is a list of the nearest recorded monuments that demonstrate the overall
archaeological potential of the site of the proposed development and its surrounding townlands. These descriptions are
derived

from

the

National

Monuments

(http://webgis.archaeology.ie/historicenvironment/).
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DU014-095---Class: Burial ground
Townland: Pelletstown
Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes
Description: During topsoil monitoring in 2003 three unenclosed inhumation burials were discovered including a south–
north stone-lined, probably supine burial. Two additional graves, a juvenile at the foot of the main adult burial and a stonelined west–east juvenile grave were revealed during the subsequent excavation. A provisional date of the 2nd to the 7th
century has been proposed for the burials. At least two may be pre-Christian.
DU012-075---Class: Bridge
Townland: Cardiffsbridge
Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes
Description: This bridge spans the River Tolka S of Finglas town. It is a four-arched example with three round arches
close together and one on the S bank. The parapet walls are of coursed limestone masonry with granite coping. The
stonework changes in character in the lower portion of the walls indicating an earlier building phase which maybe of
medieval date (Simington & O'Keefe 1991, 17, 290).
DU014-076001Class: Castle - tower house
Townland: Finglaswood
Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes
Description: Finglaswood House, formerly the home of the Seagrave family, incorporated a tower house. This was a
square tower defended by gun loops with fine hammer-dressing on the entrance doorway. The building was demolished
before the early 1970s. No remains visible at ground level.
DU014-074---Class: Castle - unclassified
Townland: Pelletstown
Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP: Yes
Description: Situated in pasture on the S bank of the River Tolka. All that remains of the castle is a kidney-shaped
mound (L 6.5m, Wth 7m, H 1.6m) of collapsed rubble. There are traces of an embankment running E-W of these remains.
The Civil survey (1654–6) mentions this castle at Ashtown (Simington 1945, 247).
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3.3 Stray Archaeological Finds
The following stray finds are recorded in the topographical files of the National Museum for the Pelletstown townland and
for the townlands immediately surrounding it. These finds relate to and reflect archaeological activity in the area.
NMI Reg.:

Location:

Find:

1977:2184–5

Tolka

Socketed

Circumstances:
Bronze

Axehead; Not known

Unlooped Bronze Palstave
1985:68

Pelletstown

Cresset Stone

Not known

3.4 Previous Excavations
There have been a number of previous archaeological assessments carried out in the area surrounding the proposed
development site. A number of previous EIAs were produced for nearby developments at Royal Canal Park and the wider
Pelletstown area by Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd. The earliest of these related to two areas: Pelletstown East and West
(Kilfeather 2000a; 2000b). Since then, additional EIA and appraisal reports have been produced by Margaret Gowen &
Co. Ltd and Courtney Deery Heritage Consultancy Ltd for smaller sections within the adjacent development lands (Dineen
2003; 2004; Clancy 2005a; 2005b; Trehy 2007; Courtney Deery Heritage Consultancy Ltd 2014).
Details of the nearest archaeological investigations, derived from the Summary Accounts of Archaeological Excavations in
Ireland (www.excavations.ie), are outlined below:
Site name: Pelletstown and Cabragh, Castleknock
Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A
Licence number: 03E1823
Author: William O. Frazer, Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd, 2 Killiney View, Albert Road Lower, Glenageary, Co. Dublin.
Site type: Three unenclosed burials
ITM: E 709233m, N 737197m
Description: During monitoring of topsoil-stripping three unenclosed human inhumation burials were discovered on the
Pelletstown East site. Topsoil removal was halted to allow a geophysical survey, undertaken by Jo Leigh and John
Nicholls (03R149), to determine the nature and extent of the human remains. The geophysics results did not indicate that
the burials were part of a larger cemetery, and soil stripping recommenced to expose the full extent of the archaeology.
On foot of recommendations for appropriate mitigation, excavation was undertaken, in November–December 2003, of the
c. 25m by 35m site. It revealed two additional graves: a juvenile burial at the foot of the main adult grave, and a stonelined west–east juvenile grave immediately to the north. A topsoil finds collection strategy has allowed a fourth adult
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individual, who survived only as a few bones from the main 5m grid and the grid immediately east and downhill of the
primary adult grave, to be identified during specialist post-excavation work. There was no other archaeology (no
enclosure, etc.), apart from post-medieval/modern plough furrows. The site was very heavily truncated for a number of
reasons: intensive ploughing by an ‘improvement’-minded landlord at Pelletstown House at some time in the past 250
years; engineering works associated with the construction of the Royal Canal in the last decade of the 18th century and
the first quarter of the 19th century; and landscaping that accompanied renovations on the Pelletstown House demesne
after c. 1870 (and in the late 19th/early 20th centuries). Excavation associated with the 18th- and 19th-century ironworks
nearby at Cardiff’s Bridge (SMR 14:74) also scarped the hillside east and north-east of the site, and exhaustive illegal
metal detecting that has apparently been taking place in Pelletstown townland for perhaps the last decade (NMI, pers.
comm.) may have further impacted on the excavation site.
The main south–north stone-lined, probably supine, burial survived only from the proximal tibiae down, although a
concentration of cervical vertebrae, cranial fragments and teeth recovered from the topsoil directly downslope from the
head end of the grave is likely to be from the burial. The trapezoidal grave ‘box’ (1.95m north–south by 0.75m by 0.12m
deep), as it survived, was boulder-edged, with overlapping planar stone slabs forming its base. A metalled layer (2.57m
north–south by 1.48m) along the east and south ends of the grave box also extended partly beneath it. No candidates for
lintel stones were found in the area of excavation. The first juvenile burial survived only barely, in a shallow pit (0.54m
across by 0.12m deep) at the north end of the main adult grave, possibly on its left side in a flexed or partially flexed
position, head to the south or south-west. Only the dorsal 0.04m of the second juvenile, probably supine, burial survived
1.1m north of the adult grave, with the remains of thin planar slabs lining part of the grave’s south and west edges. Only
dorsal cranial fragments and a single tooth survived, and the burial (0.75m west–east by 0.47m) was missing from the
midriff down (no innominates).
Together, the different aspects of the main adult burial and the metalled surface around and beneath the grave box
indicate the manner in which this grave was constructed. The dimensions of the latter surface would appear to mark the
extent of the former grave-cut, whose base was backfilled, levelled and metalled before the edge stones of the grave box
were positioned against the west and north sides of the cut. The planar base slabs of the grave box seem to have been
laid after the edge stones were already in place, and were positioned from south (head end, demarcated by a possible
pillow-stone) to north, overlapping in a manner analogous to the laying of modern roof slates. It is unclear whether either
the adult grave or the second juvenile burial had roof lintels, although again no stone that suggested such a purpose was
found near either burial.
Specialist analysis of the bones, undertaken by Denise Keating, was unable to sex any burials. Other data relating to age
estimates and size must remain tentative, on the basis of the poor preservation/incompleteness of the skeletal remains.
The adult is likely to have been at least seventeen/eighteen years old at time of death and perhaps much older (on the
basis of the presence of two dental caries near the root). The individual was at least 5’4”/5’5” tall. The skull of this
individual exhibited a number of non-metric cranial traits, but no similar traits could be looked for on the other burials, due
to their poor preservation/incompleteness. The adult had suffered major trauma to its left knee/shin, with evidence for a
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severe infection and subsequent healing. The most probable explanation is that the individual suffered a compound
fracture of the left lower leg. The bones had knit after the complications of a serious bone infection, and evidence of wear
and arthritis may indicate that the person survived for some time after the injury. In this context, it is intriguing to note that
the bones (from the putative fourth individual/second adult) found in the topsoil are foot bones. The first juvenile burial
yielded an age bracket of between six and twelve years at time of death. The second juvenile was between six and fifteen
years of age. ‘Harris lines’ on the tooth from the second juvenile suggest a period of developmental stress sometime
between the ages of two and seven.
No finds were recovered from the burials and dating must await radiocarbon analysis, but, on the basis of typological
characteristics, a provisional time bracket of the 2nd to 7th centuries AD seems most likely (after O’Brien 1992). It seems
probable that the main adult burial pre-dates the others, with the first juvenile burial truncating the foot of the slab-lined
grave. The second juvenile may also be later, but is unlikely to be significantly so, due to its spatial proximity and
orientation with respect to the adult grave. The implication is that some sort of visible landscape feature demarcated the
adult grave, such that the later two burials could be inserted into the ground nearby. At least two of the burials may be
pre-Christian or early Christian (O’Brien 1992), with a number of analogies at other isolated grave and cemetery sites in
north County Dublin (e.g. Mount Gamble, Swords; see O’Donovan, No. 668 below). The post-excavation addition of a
second adult to the minimum number of individuals raises the possibility that the badly truncated burials may represent
the remains of a small unenclosed (nuclear?) family cemetery.

Site name: Pelletstown and Cabragh, Castleknock
Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A
Licence number: 02E0970
Author: William O. Frazer and Ines Hagen, Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd, 2 Killiney View, Albert Road Lower, Glenageary,
Co. Dublin.
Site type: Monitoring/post-medieval landscape
ITM: E 711791m, N 737656m
Description: Monitoring was undertaken across Phase 1 of a 19.2ha mixed-use development by Ines Hagen (January –
February 2003), Eoin Corcoran (February–August) and the writer (August–December). The development is bounded by
the Royal Canal (construction begun 1789) to the south, River Road to the north, Ashtown Road to the west and Ratoath
Road to the east. The development is between H.S. Reilly Bridge (1792), over the canal, at the development’s southeastern end and Longford Bridge (1790) at its south-western end, with lock-keeper’s houses at the 8th, 9th and 10th locks
along the canal.
The development consists of two sites: Pelletstown West and Pelletstown East. Pelletstown West is the larger of the two
sites and, in addition to land lying within the townland of Pelletstown, incorporates a small section of Cabragh townland,
located to the south-west of Pelletstown House. The land is generally flat to the west of Pelletstown House, but slopes
steeply along the northern development boundary to the east of the house, where quarrying took place, closer to the
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Tolka River. Pelletstown House, its late 19th-century gate lodge and the immediately adjacent lands are excluded from
the development. Pelletstown House dates from at least the mid-18th century, but underwent significant renovations at the
turn of the 20th century. Longford Bridge is to be widened to accommodate traffic. A photographic survey and
historical/archaeological report of that bridge has been completed by Franc Myles. A total station survey of the bridge has
been completed by Kieron Goucher and Liam Murphy.
Pelletstown East was completely under grass prior to development. The land is flat to gently sloping, except in proximity to
the River Road. Here, the land falls away more steeply towards the Tolka River. Steep slopes also occur in the proximity
of the former 19th-century buildings near Cardiff’s Bridge (itself a monument of medieval origin, SMR 14:75), a result of
human activity (quarrying, etc.). Depressions or sinks, again the result of (post-medieval/modern) quarrying, were visible
in the north-east of the site, along a former hollow access way. H.S. Reilly Bridge and the lock-keepers’ houses were
excluded from development.
East and south of Pelletstown House, much of the landscape appears to have undergone moderate to severe truncation.
The truncation of the site is likely to be a result of five main factors. First, the landscape has clearly suffered as a
consequence of plough damage (and subsequent aggravated erosion) dating from the 18th century onwards. Other
landscape evidence – the regularity of the fields, their relatively even surfaces, the nature of the field boundaries, the
removal of boundaries and agglomeration of fields, the widespread presence of dendritic, stone-filled field drains –
suggests a keenly ‘improvement’-minded landlord in residence at Pelletstown House at some time in the past 250 or so
years.
Second, there is evidence that major engineering works which accompanied the construction of the Royal Canal and,
perhaps, the laying of the nearby railway line south of the canal altered the immediate landscape quite dramatically. For
example, the land alongside both, at the south boundary of the development, had been levelled at some time in the past.
Also, the base of the hill down from and east of the burial site (Frazer 2003; Licence No. 03E1823, see above) on the
Pelletstown East site was severely scarped and levelled. Post-medieval pottery found at the eastern base of the hill during
monitoring suggests this may have occurred first at or shortly before a time frame of c. 1790–1830. A modern drainpipe
pre-dating the present development also runs nearby, along the lip of the vale there.
The third factor is the quarries at the eastern end of the development (Pelletstown East) and in the field north-east of
Pelletstown House (on the Pelletstown West site). This quarrying scarped, respectively, the eastern and north-eastern
hillsides at the eastern end of the development (where they were once accessed by a former hollow way) and the ‘Brick
Field’ (see below) immediately east of Pelletstown House.
Fourth, the complete removal of 18th- and 19th-century buildings and field boundaries (including field ditches and
foundations), which are represented on historic maps as having once stood near the historic ironworks by Cardiff’s Bridge,
suggests major excavation and landscaping activity sometime after c. 1870. Pelletstown House underwent major
rebuilding/renovation in this period, and it seems reasonable to posit that this era of change and development at the Big
House might also have included other projects elsewhere in the demesne grounds. This factor may be one and the same
as the first, outlined above.
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Finally, recent investigations by the National Museum, including a meeting on the development site with a metal
detectorist and the NMI (L. Shine, pers. comm.), suggest that Pelletstown and parts of Cabragh townlands have been
subjected to intensive and exhaustive illegal metal detecting, possibly for more than a decade.
Three unenclosed human inhumations were discovered during monitoring on the Pelletstown East site (see above).
The post-medieval landscape
During the course of the meeting mentioned above, the metal detectorist tentatively identified an area near the ‘Brick
Field’ (so identified on the first-edition OS 6-inch map) as being the findspot for an illegally acquired small Early Bronze
Age copper alloy flat axehead and a small copper alloy awl that may have served as a prehistoric metalworking tool (the
finds are now in the possession of the NMI). However, subsequent monitoring of topsoil removal in the location of the
alleged finds indicated that the site served as a (sand?) quarry in the early/mid-19th century, during which time a small
amount of rubbish had accumulated in its base. While the prehistoric finds are probably from Pelletstown, the alleged
specific find’s location identified by one of the metal detectorists seems unlikely, unless the artefacts had already been
removed from their original context at some time during the post-medieval/modern period. As no evidence for brick
production survived in the Brick Field, it is tempting to see a link between the quarrying activity and brick-making activity
elsewhere on the Pelletstown East site. Perhaps the Brick Field was also used for the storage and drying of bricks made
elsewhere, although there is no direct evidence for this.
Other former quarries or possible former quarries, besides those in or near the Brick Field, were concentrated at the
north-eastern end of the Pelletstown East site. These may relate to brick-making activity elsewhere on the site, or to the
nearby late 18th- and 19th-century ironworks at Cardiff’s Bridge, just south of the site. One of these was accessed by a
former hollow way that extended west from the eastern edge of the site, near the present Ballyboggan and Ratoath Roads
junction, turned north, and exited the site near the River Road/Ratoath Road junction. As with the quarries in the Brick
Field, these may be tentatively dated by rubbish that accumulated in their base; in this case, they may be slightly earlier,
dating to between the last quarter of the 18th century and the first two-thirds of the 19th century.
Across Pelletstown West, field boundaries consisted of hawthorn, bramble and assorted young to mature trees (ash
predominantly). On the Pelletstown East site, many of the field boundaries have been removed, but some survive as
substantial banks and ditches, now smoothly grassed over. There is no pattern in construction methods or morphology
distinguishing obvious post-agricultural improvement boundaries (i.e. those built after c. 1750) from some of the outer,
curvilinear boundaries that may be fossilised relics of earlier demesne boundaries for the castle north of the site (SMR
14:74), in Cardiffsbridge Park. The boundary between the Pelletstown West and Pelletstown East sections of the
development consists of a very late post-medieval/modern deep, wide, water-filled ditch, with some shrub growth present
on its eastern side.
A number of former field boundaries removed and backfilled during the late 18th, the 19th and the early 20th centuries
were uncovered during monitoring. Many, though not all of them, are likely to date to a roughly contemporary era of field
agglomeration. Similarly, modern field drains and dendritic post-medieval/modern stone-filled drains criss-crossed some
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areas of the development. Many of the stone-filled drains also date to an approximately contemporary era of land
improvement. Lintel drains near the lock-keeper’s house at the 9th lock are likely to date to the late 18th/early 19th
centuries. Fields at the western end of the Pelletstown West site were criss-crossed with furrows orientated along the
main axes of the fields, in perpendicular systems. They were created by a mechanical plough and respect field
boundaries still standing at the time of monitoring. The crosshatch pattern may be another indication of improvementminded agricultural practice on the demesne of Pelletstown House. More speculatively, the cross-hatch pattern may
indicate ploughing subsequent to fresh field clearance, carried out to break up the ground and turn up bushes and tree
roots; from the description of the demesne lands of the castle in Cardiffsbridge Park, it is evident that some of its land
served as managed woodland (as the townland name ‘Cabragh’ also suggests), and it is quite possible that such use
persisted into the post-medieval era, particularly if there was nearby industry requiring large amounts of charcoal fuel.
Visible furrows were often absent elsewhere on the Pelletstown West site and across the Pelletstown East site, possibly
another indication of more severe truncation and erosion in these areas.
Several large, oblong spreads of brick dust with evidence of in situ burning can be interpreted as makeshift brick clamps
(up to 18m long in one case, but more typically 7–10m long by an average 3.5m wide, and up to 0.45m deep). Other
smaller spreads of brick dust and burning were only possible clamps. Both clamps and possible clamps were
concentrated in the south-eastern part of the Pelletstown East site, not far from the Royal Canal, and also not distant from
the site of the Cardiff’s Bridge ironworks. The clamps consisted of an upper layer of orange brick dust mixed with brick
fragments, 0.05–0.1m deep; atop a moderately compact layer of charcoal, up to 0.25m deep; atop a layer of burnt darkreddish-brown subsoil, as much as 0.15m deep. No evidence of a more permanent kiln structure was found. Potsherds
and clay pipes within some of the clamps date them to some time at the end of the 18th century or the start to middle of
the 19th. They do not appear to have involved brick firing on a large scale, and may relate to either or both the canal or
the ironworks. Work elsewhere in the Dublin area has identified similar brick clamps near the Grand Canal, where there
was also an obvious transport benefit. The evidence at Pelletstown does not suggest large-scale industrial production, but
rather brick-making for nearby industrial needs or perhaps for local (Ashtown) construction.
Several charcoal spreads in Pelletstown West and East, and three proper oval or subcircular fire-pits near a remnant field
boundary along the north boundary of Pelletstown East, bear witness to unspecified fire-related activity. Nineteenthcentury pottery from the spreads and pit fills indicates a post-medieval date, but its function remains unclear. No slag was
found in the fire-pits, which were all less than 0.8m across (and usually 0.4–0.6m in diameter) and filled with charcoal and
ashy deposits atop burnt subsoil.
No significant artefacts were recovered from the topsoil, although a number of typical potsherds and clay-pipe fragments
were found, all post-medieval. These finds are obviously not a statistically representative assemblage, and they were
recorded by just two of the three directors. However, some general observations about dates may be made.
Approximately 85% of the topsoil pottery recovered from Pelletstown East dates from the middle of the 18th century or
later. Of the remaining 15%, nearly 8% could also be from the later 18th century, but cannot be definitively dated thus. Of
the pottery recovered from the topsoil on the Pelletstown West site, approximately 95% dates from the mid-18th century
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onwards. With only a few exceptions, all of the clay-pipe fragments that could be dated with reasonable precision date
from about the second third of the 18th century or later. Several of the 18th-century pipe-bowl fragments recovered,
particularly from the westernmost three fields in Pelletstown West (nearer Pelletstown House), were of Dutch origin, but
otherwise the clay-pipe remains from the topsoil were unremarkable. The date profile of topsoil finds that were recovered
does not contradict the other landscape, historical and archaeological evidence, which suggests significant activity across
the Pelletstown development (the demesne of Pelletstown House) after c. 1750.

Site name: 8–11 Court View, Rathbourne Avenue, Ashtown
Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A
Licence number: 05E0625
Author: Georgina Scally, 81 Waterloo Place, Dublin 4.
Site type: No archaeological significance
ITM: E 711498m, N 737650m
Description: Monitoring of subsurface groundworks at the site was undertaken over one day in June 2005. A condition to
monitor was included in the grant of planning permission, due to the recovery of a number of hitherto unknown early
medieval burials c. 700m west of the site. The site measured 32m by 28m and planning permission for four houses had
been granted. Monitoring uncovered no finds or features of archaeological significance.

Site name: Laburnum Cottage, Pelletstown
Sites and Monuments Record No.: SMR 14:74
Licence number: 05E0921
Author: Emer Dennehy, Margaret Gowen & Co. Ltd, 27 Merrion Square, Dublin 2.
Site type: No archaeological significance
ITM: E 711533m, N 737724m
Description: Monitoring of all topsoil clearance associated with the proposed development of two apartment blocks took
place at the site of Laburnum Cottage in Pelletstown, Ashtown, Co. Dublin. The land to the immediate north of the
development site contains the remains of a castle site and is in turn bounded by a millrace. The field to the immediate
west of the development is known as ‘Brick field’ and was also used as a sand quarry. In recent years extensive
development of Pelletstown has taken place and this has led to the excavation, by Bill Frazer, of three human burials of
Late Iron Age/Early Bronze Age date (Licence No. 03E1823; see above).
All ground disturbance activities on site were undertaken by a track machine using a 2m grading bucket. Topsoil survived
to an average depth of 0.35m and the underlying stratigraphy was a grey/brown subsoil which was composed of 50%
gravel and 50% clay. A number of modern drains and services orientated north-west/south-east were identified, in
addition to plough furrows. No features or stratigraphy of an archaeological nature were identified.
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Site name: Cardiffsbridge, Pelletstown
Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A
Licence number: 06E0934 ext.
Author: Edmond O’Donovan, Irish Archaeological Consultancy Ltd, 120b Greenpark Road, Bray, Co. Wicklow.
Site type: Medieval/post-medieval
ITM: E 713366m, N 737737m
Description: Test excavation was carried out on behalf of Dublin City Council at the proposed new Cardiffsbridge Park in
Pelletstown, Finglas, Co. Dublin. The testing sought to assess the impact of the development of the park on
archaeological sites within the western half of the site. This assessment forms the second phase of testing and follows on
from earlier testing carried out at the eastern end of the proposed park by The Archaeological Company Ltd (06E0934).
This revealed features associated with 19th-century ironworks south of the river corresponding to anomalies identified in a
geophysical survey.
The Phase 2 assessment was undertaken in November 2010 and involved the excavation of 3978 linear metres of testtrenches within four test areas (Areas 1–4). Nine archaeological sites were discovered during the course of the works and
included the remains of the Cardiffsbridge Castle (DU014–074) with possible associated ditches and pits.
Brick manufacturing deposits and the hollow way
Post-medieval brick manufacturing deposits dating from the 18th century were uncovered in three locations in Areas 2
and 3 on-site. These consisted of deposits of crushed red brick mixed with bands of charcoal and black clay between 0.3–
0.9m deep. The deposits were spread over an area of between 10–20m in diameter and included fragments of coal and
shell (oyster). Evidence of a hollow way or old road (marked on the first-edition OS map as a field boundary) was located
at the eastern end of the trenches in Area 3. The road was close to the existing field boundary and marked, prior to
testing, by a raised bank on the west side. The roadway was c. 5–8m in width, c. 80m in length, and may have connected
the River Road to the mill-race channel of the Tolka. The base of the road was approximately 1m below existing ground
levels with a loose surface of stone and gravel compressed into the subsoil. The sunken area was filled with pieces of
broken masonry, stone, pebbles and occasional spreads of fired clay and red brick.
The masonry rubble may have come from the ruins of the old castle (DU014–074) located in the field to the east or, more
likely, from the same or similar quarried stone also used to build the boundary wall separating the fields from the River
Road. No pieces of distinctive dressed stone from a building were recovered. The road may have been used as a haul
road servicing the brick clamps found in the test-trenches (see above) to the west of this area or during the construction of
the mill-race. However, it possesses a hollow characteristic, which suggests that it may be older in date and represent a
route that crossed the River Tolka to the north, prior to the establishment of the demesne landscapes that are associated
with Sribblestown and Scripplestown Houses.
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Mill-race channel
A stone-walled weir and paved cascade partially survives at the western end of the mill-race. The weir is illustrated on the
first-edition OS map and consists of a wall that originally cut across the river and channelled water down the mill-race.
Excess water would have cascaded over the weir and this cascade was originally paved. The weir wall has been removed
in three locations and the river flows through it and forms two small islands at the site of the old weir wall. These islands
are densely overgrown and silt has accumulated on the downstream side of the cascade. The weir wall and cascade are
built from mortared limestone.
The mill-race channel itself was excavated into the edge of the break in slope between the rising ground of Areas 3 and 4,
where it meets with the flat flood-plain of the River Tolka. The ground rises up from the mill-race channel to the south on
to the ridge where Cardiff’s Castle once stood. The western part of the mill-race channel survives for the most part as an
overgrown tree-lined ditch/channel with an earthen bank on either side. A test-trench was excavated across the mill-race
channel equidistant from the weir and where the channel turns to the south-east. The trench revealed a profile through the
feature that measured between 2.9–3.1m wide at the top and c. 2m wide at the base. The mill-race was 1.2m deep. The
sides of the mill-race channel were steep and sloped outwards at 115–120°. The mill-race channel was cut into stony
orange boulder clay. The northern edge of the mill-race was located 2.4m from the northern end of the trench.
Four fills were recorded within the feature. The base of the channel was filled with a deposit of compact blue/grey clay (a
river mud). The river clay was 0.1m deep and also lined the side of the channel. A deposit of brown ashy silt lay above the
clay. The silt was 0.2m deep and contained charcoal. This was sealed by a thick deposit of grey ash-flecked silt with
frequent inclusions of charcoal. Almost no stones were included within the matrix of either deposits of silt. An almost
complete glazed earthenware vase was recovered from the upper silt deposit. The vase measures c. 35m in height and
was glazed both internally and externally. The fabric of the pot consisted of a fine creamy-orange/beige baked clay. The
glaze was pink and was applied over blue decorative banding and abstract motifs. The glazed earthenware pot is from the
Fujian province in China and dates from the Qing dynasty, c. ad 1850–1900 (Jessica Harrison-Hall, pers. comm.). These
pots were commonly used as food storage jars, although this discovery in Finglas is both contextually and functionally
intriguing.
Cardiffsbridge Castle and outbuildings
The testing was plotted to examine the ‘site of’ castle as marked on the OS maps. A fragment of the castle appears to be
illustrated on the first-edition map; this building, when measured off the original map, measures c. 5m x 4m (clearly too
small for a tower-house or castle) and would appear to represent the corner of the castle, which survived as a solitary
standing fragment in 1837. The castle appears to have completely collapsed by the end of the 19th century and is
illustrated as ‘site of’ on subsequent editions of the OS. Two robbed-out foundation trenches, representing the probable
west and east sides of the structure, were discovered on the site of castle. The trenches consisted of large amounts of
mortar and small angular stones. A possible internal castle wall was also uncovered.
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Other possible associated features were discovered adjacent to the castle site. A ditch extended from the castle and was
orientated north–south. The ditch could be seen on the surface as a very low bank. The feature measured about 3m wide
and was approximately 1.2m deep. This feature was also identified during the geophysical survey and appears to form
part of a rectangular enclosure measuring 14.5m north–south by 10m. The ditches may represent the robbed-out walls of
the castle itself. Another ditch was discovered which extended across the trench in a north–south direction. This is also
present within the geophysical survey and forms part of the rectangular enclosure. The ditch was filled by a darkgrey/brown silty clay with inclusions of animal bone, red brick, mortar and stone.
A deposit of limestone, pantile, mortar, sand and gravel was located 40–50m to the south of the castle site. A single wall
was identified within the deposit. The wall survived to a height of 0.6m and was 0.4m wide. It was built from cut limestone
blocks up to 0.3–0.5m in diameter. Linear banding was present in the deposits of rubble to the east of the wall. The
deposits sloped upwards to a small glacial mound of gravel and ended at that feature. The deposit of building rubble
identified in the trench was located in a circular area. Two sherds of post-medieval pottery were retrieved from the trench.
These consisted of glazed earthenwares of 17th- or 18th-century date.
Cardiff’s Castle is recorded at this site in the 17th-century Civil Survey, accompanied by cottage and an orchard.
Rocque’s map of 1760 also shows two buildings at this approximate location. It is likely that the castle was a later
medieval tower-house, which may have been 15th or 16th century in date. It is possible that the limestone deposit is the
remains of a building associated with the castle site. Rocque’s map of 1760 shows two buildings and an enclosed garden
or orchard at this location.
Mill buildings
A series of low stone walls were located at the eastern end of the mill-race channel in Area 4 in undergrowth. Four
significant walls were identified and varied in width from 0.4–0.75m. This structure represents the remains of mill buildings
associated with the mill-race channel described above. The mill buildings are contemporary with the mill-race channel,
which certainly pre-dates 1837, as they are illustrated on the first-edition OS maps. The mill complex is very likely to be
contemporary with the occupation of Cardiffsbridge Castle, sometime between AD 1500–1700.

3.5 Cartographic Review
An examination of the pre-Ordnance Survey mapping reveals little about the study area, due to a lack of detail. The
townland of Pelletstown is not shown or named on the Down Survey baronial or parish maps. John Roque’s map of 1757
depicts Pellets Town, and the study area appears to be part of an area of enclosed fields (Figure 3), while Taylor and
Skinner's Maps of the Roads of Ireland (1777) offers little insight into the study area (Figure 4). In William Duncan's map
of the County of Dublin (1821), the study area is identifiable by the curve in the roadway immediately north of the Royal
Canal (Figure 5). Field boundaries do not appear to be indicated, so no precise details regarding the study area can be
gleaned from this map. The same is true of Davies’ map of County Dublin (1837) (Figure 6).
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The 1st edition 6-inch OS map (1843) is far more detailed than the earlier maps; it depicts at least two houses along the
east side of the Ratoath road, possibly lying just within the western boundary of the study area (Figure 7). A number of
trees are also indicated along what was probably a hedgerow at this time. The 25-inch map (1906–9) also indicates two
houses at approximately the same location, but one of these appears to have a different shape and may indicate that it is
a replacement of one of the earlier houses (Figure 8). A quarry (disused) is indicated outside of the study area, a short
distance to the northeast. A small roadway or lane commences near the south boundary of the study area, and leads to
the northeast, to service a number of buildings in close proximity to the aforementioned quarry. The 1:20,000 OS map
from 1934 shows a similar picture to the previous map, with the possible addition of a new building at the southern end of
the study area, next to the canal and laneway (Figure 9).
No features of historical or archaeological interest are apparent from an examination of the cartographic sources for the
area of the proposed development site.

3.6 Aerial Photography
In addition to examining the various editions of the OS maps, aerial photographs from the Geological Survey of Ireland,
dating from between 1995 and 2013, were also consulted. The aerial photos show no traces of archaeological features.
What is apparent in the images is that at some point between 2011 and 2018 the Ratoath Road was realigned, moving
from the west side of the study area to the east side, and being straightened in the process. The study area itself appears
unchanged in the years since 1995, with the same buildings standing now as in 1995, and the northern part of the site
undeveloped throughout (Figure 10).

3.7 National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) and Protected Structures
The site contains no protected structures or any buildings or structures listed within the National Inventory of Architectural
Heritage (NIAH), while the nearest protected structures (H.S. Reilly Bridge - Reg. No. 50060125 and 8th Lock, Royal
Canal - Reg. No. 50060124) are located c. 10–20 m to the south of the development and will not be directly affected by
the proposed development. The following is a list of all such structures located in close proximity to the study area.
H.S. Reilly Bridge, Royal Canal, Ratoath Road, Dublin 7, Dublin City
Reg. No: 50060125
Date: 1790–1795
Townland: Pelletstown
Categories of Special Interest: Architectural, Technical, Social
Description: Single-arch humpbacked limestone canal bridge, dated 1792, carrying Ratoath Road on north-south axis
over Royal Canal. Elliptical arch with tooled limestone voussoirs and granite keystones rising from coursed limestone
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ashlar walls with curved limestone ashlar spandrels. Coursed limestone ashlar parapets with plat-band to base and flat
limestone coping terminated to either end by round limestone piers with round capstones (replaced with cement to
northwest). Parapet damaged and poorly rebuilt to north end of east parapet and to both ends of west parapet. Carved
Portland limestone plaque set into both parapets with oval panels inscribed '1792 H.S Reilly Bridge & Lock'. Located
adjacent to 8th Lock.
Appraisal: An early canal bridge named in honour of H.S. Reilly, a canal director. Built in a typical late eighteenth-century
style to serve rural traffic over the Royal Canal, the early features and masonry skills are still evident. When viewed as a
composition with the canal lock, together they are an appealing historic feature in the cityscape.

8th Lock, Royal Canal, Ratoath Road, Dublin 7, Dublin City
Reg. No: 50060124
Date: 1780–1800
Townland: Pelletstown
Categories of Special Interest: Architectural, Technical, Social
Rating: Regional
Description: Canal lock associated with Royal Canal, built c.1790, comprising two pairs of timber and steel breast gates
with timber footboards and balance beams. Gates set within limestone tooled limestone ashlar lock chamber with bullnose limestone capstones at ground level. Located adjacent to H.S. Reilly Bridge.
Appraisal: A well-constructed canal lock that forms part of a wider collection of locks, bridges and lock-keepers' houses
associated with the Royal Canal on its journey from Spencer Dock to Longford town. Displaying quality masonry skills and
early eighteenth-century engineering, it attests to the importance of the canal’s role at the time of construction. Fully
functioning, this lock serves recreational use today and remains an important element in the architectural and industrial
heritage of north Dublin.
Saint Dominic's Secondary School
Reg. No: 50060133
Date: 1810–1930
Previous Name: Saint Mary's Dominican Convent
Townland: Cabragh
Categories of Special Interest: Architectural, Historical, Social
Rating: Regional
Description: Five-bay single-storey former house over basement, built c.1820, with further storey added c.2007. Now in
use as convent and school. Flanking ten-bay single-storey quadrant wings connecting to single-bay three-storey gabled
pavilion blocks, built c.1880. Various multiple-bay three- and four-storey blocks added c.1880-c.1920 to west, north and
east. Hipped and pitched natural slate roofs with rendered chimneystacks and cast-iron/replacement rainwater goods.
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Red brick walls laid in Flemish bond to ground floor of central block and quadrant wings with granite copings, rendered to
basement and first floors. Roughcast rendered walls to remaining blocks. Moulded plinth courses and rusticated soldier
quoins to pavilion blocks surmounted by fluted entablatures supporting open-bed pediments surmounted by stone
crosses. Square-headed window openings with moulded architraves on continuous moulded sill course and replacement
timber sash windows to central block. Square-headed window openings set within gauged brick round-headed recesses,
having replacement timber sash windows, to quadrant wings. Tripartite window openings having aediculated surrounds,
timber casement windows to centre and timber sash windows to sidelights to gabled pavilions. Segmental-headed window
openings with kneed architrave surrounds, granite sills (continuous moulded sills to second floor) and timber sash
windows with ogee horns to side elevations. Various square-, round- and segmental-headed window openings to
remaining blocks, having timber sliding sash windows, stone sills and some decorative architraves. Central squareheaded opening with timber panelled door, cornice and plain fanlight, flanked by engaged Ionic columns and recessed
Ionic pilasters, with stepped dentillated entablature, to central block. Door opens onto granite-paved platform and four
nosed steps bridging basement enclosed by steel railing. Recent timber doors to pavilions. Aediculated stone doorcase to
north range having timber panelled, spoked fanlight, lugged architrave flanked by Doric pilasters supporting open-bed
pediment. Set in mature landscaped grounds.
Appraisal: A complex collection of buildings built over the course of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. The
central block is likely to have been built as a house in Dublin's north rural hinterland, the Dominican order moving onto the
site in 1835. The central block appears on the first edition Ordnance Survey map, surveyed 1837, captioned 'Nunnery',
while most of the complex appears on the 25-inch map, surveyed 1907, except for the north range.

3.8 Field Survey
A site survey was carried out on 25 April 2019, by Rob Breen of Archaeological Consultancy Services Unit Ltd (Plates 1–
4). The site of the proposed development consists of a brownfield site, the south part of which is under a large warehouse
structure, while the north part of the site is under grass and concrete in different areas. The site contains no visible
surface evidence of any archaeological features, and it is likely that the site is quite disturbed through former levelling of
the property. It is also possible, however, that such levelling was done by introducing material to the site, which could
mean that the original ground level on the site has been buried under made ground, hence archaeological material could
in theory survive intact under a layer of introduced material. The site is currently surrounded on three sides by roads,
while the Royal Canal extends along the southern tip of the property.

4. CONCLUSIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS
The site of the proposed development contains no Recorded Monuments listed within the Record of Monuments and
Places (RMP) or Sites and Monuments Record (SMR), while the nearest Recorded Monument to the site (DU014-095 —
burial ground) is located c. 0.3 km to the northwest and will not be directly affected by the proposed development. The site
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contains no protected structures, while the nearest protected structures (H.S. Reilly Bridge - Reg. No. 50060125 and 8th
Lock, Royal Canal - Reg. No. 50060124) are located c. 10–20 m to the south of the development and will not be directly
affected by the proposed development.
The site was inspected on 25 April 2019. The site of the proposed development is bounded to the south by the Royal
Canal, to the west by a residential development (Hamilton View), to the east by Ratoath Road and industrial buildings
beyond, and to the north by the junction of Ratoath Road and Ballyboggan Road. The site of the proposed development
consists of a brownfield site, the southern part of which is under a large warehouse structure, while the northern part is
under grass and concrete in different areas. The site contains no visible surface evidence of any archaeological features
and it is likely that the site is quite disturbed through former levelling of the property. It is also possible, however, that such
levelling was done by introducing material to the site, which could mean that the original ground level has been buried
under made ground, hence archaeological material could survive intact under a layer of introduced material.
A study of the recorded monuments located within the surrounding townlands and a review of previous archaeological
assessments and excavations undertaken in the environs (particularly the excavation of human burials in 2003 - 03E1823;
DU014-095), suggests that the overall landscape within which the proposed development is located should be considered
as having archaeological potential. The site is likely to have been levelled in the past during the construction of the
standing industrial building on the site. Nonetheless, as this may have involved raising the ground level rather than ground
reduction, therefore the possibility remains that features of an archaeological nature may survive within the study area.
An assessment of the available cartographic sources revealed the presence of up to three houses within the study area in
the 19th and early 20th century, none of which remain. No features of historical or archaeological interest are, however,
apparent from an examination of the cartographic sources for the study area.
This assessment concludes that while the site of the proposed development contains no Recorded Monuments, the study
area nonetheless has some potential to contain previously unrecorded sub-surface features or deposits of an
archaeological nature. It is therefore recommended that archaeological monitoring be carried out on the site during
groundworks associated with any future development.
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Figure 2: Location of site, previous excavations and nearby Sites and Monuments Record sites
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Figure 3: Extract from A Survey of the City, Harbour, Bay and Environs of Dublin by John Roque (1757), showing approximate location of site
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Figure 4: Extract from Taylor and Skinner's Maps of Roads of Ireland (1777), showing approximate location of site
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Figure 5: Extract from William Duncan's map of the Countyof Dublin (1821), showing location of site
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Figure 6: Extract from Davies map of County Dublin (1837), showing location of site
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Figure 7: Extract from 1st edition Ordnance Survey (OS) 6-inch map (1843), showing location of site
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Figure 8: Extract from 3rd edition Ordnance Survey (OS) 25-inch map (1906-9), showing location of site
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Figure 9: Extract from Ordnance Survey (OS) 1:20,000 map of Dublin and Environs (1934), showing location of site
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Figure 10: Extract from Ordnance Survey (OS) Ortho Photography (1995), showing location of site

Scale: 1:2,000 @A4

The former Ormond Printworks, Rathoath Road, Dublin 11

Archaeological Consultancy Services Unit

Plate 1: View of the south part of the proposed site, looking southeast

Plate 2: View of the north part of the proposed site, looking northwest

Plate 3: View of the northeast part of the site, looking northeast

Plate 4: View of the northwest part of the site, looking west
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