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ABSTRACT
Irish Archaeological Consultancy Ltd has prepared this report on behalf of Glenveagh
Homes Limited to study the impact, if any, on the archaeological and historical
resource of the proposed development at Diswellstown, Carpenterstown,
Castleknock, Dublin 15 (ITM 707740/736886). The report was undertaken by Jacqui
Anderson of IAC Ltd.
There are two recorded monuments within 500m of the site, a habitation site
(DU017-010) and a holy well (DU017-011), c. 395m south and c. 445m southeast of
the proposed development area respectively. Previous archaeological investigations
in the environs of the proposed development area have revealed a prehistoric
habitation site, which is now recorded in the RMP (DU017-010) and a number of
isolated pits at another site, c. 340m east of the proposed development area.
A field inspection carried out on the 12th August 2019, failed to identify any
previously unknown features of archaeological potential. The development area
contains a modern residence, outbuildings and a tennis court.
It remains possible that ground disturbances associated with the proposed
development may have an adverse impact on previously unrecorded archaeological
features or deposits that have the potential to survive beneath the current ground
level with no surface expression. This is possible within the open greenfield areas of
the site.
It is recommended that a programme of archaeological testing be carried out within
the greenfield sections of the proposed development area, prior to development and
as a condition of any grant of permission. If any features of archaeological potential
are discovered during the course of the works further archaeological mitigation may
be required, such as preservation in-situ or by record. Any further mitigation will
require approval from the National Monuments Service of the Department of Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht.
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INTRODUCTION

1.1
GENERAL
The following report details an archaeological assessment undertaken in advance of a
proposed development at Diswellstown, Carpenterstown, Castleknock, Dublin 15
(Figure 1, ITM 707740/736886). This assessment has been carried out to ascertain the
potential impact of the proposed development on the archaeological and historical
resource that may exist within the area. The assessment was undertaken by Jacqui
Anderson of Irish Archaeological Consultancy Ltd (IAC), on behalf of Glenveagh Homes
Limited.
The archaeological assessment involved a detailed study of the archaeological and
historical background of the proposed development site and the surrounding area.
This included information from the Record of Monuments and Places of County
Dublin, the topographical files within the National Museum and all available
cartographic and documentary sources for the area. A field inspection has also been
carried out with the aim to identify any previously unrecorded features of
archaeological or historical interest.
1.2
THE DEVELOPMENT
The proposal will comprise a residential development of 192 no. apartments (and
ancillary facilities) in 5 no. 5 storey apartment buildings (including setbacks),
comprising 67 no. 1 bedroom apartments, 104 no. 2 bedroom apartments and 21 no.
3 bedroom apartments; 240 car parking spaces (82 surface car parking and 158
basement car parking); 180 no. basement cycle spaces and 172 surface cycle spaces;
The ancillary facilities (at ground floor of Block A) will comprise a (c. 174 sq. m), gym
(114 sq. m), amenity facility (40 sq. m) and security office c. 22 sq. m; Vehicular access
to the development will be from 2 no. new access points onto the Carpenterstown
Road (with secondary access [exit only] at western corner of lands) existing access to
be closed and planted (inclusion of cycleway inside northern boundary); Provision of
landscaped areas, attenuation and all ancillary site development works, all on a site of
c.1.77 hectares, located on the Carpenterstown Road, Carpenterstown, Dublin 15
(Figure 2).
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METHODOLOGY

Research for this report was undertaken in two phases. The first phase comprised a
paper survey of all available archaeological, historical and cartographic sources. The
second phase involved a field inspection of the site.
2.1
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

PAPER SURVEY
Record of Monuments and Places for County Dublin;
Sites and Monuments Record for County Dublin;
National Monuments in State Care Database;
Preservation Orders List;
Topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland;
Cartographic and written sources relating to the study area;
Fingal County Development Plan 2017–2023;
Aerial photographs;
Excavations Bulletin (1970−2018)

Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) is a list of archaeological sites known to

the National Monuments Section, which are afforded legal protection under Section
12 of the 1994 National Monuments Act and are published as a record.
Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) holds documentary evidence and field

inspections of all known archaeological sites and monuments. Some information is
also held about archaeological sites and monuments whose precise location is not
known e.g. only a site type and townland are recorded. These are known to the
National Monuments Section as ‘un-located sites’ and cannot be afforded legal
protection due to lack of locational information. As a result, these are omitted from
the Record of Monuments and Places. SMR sites are also listed on a website
maintained by the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht (DoCHG) –
www.archaeology.ie.
National Monuments in State Care Database is a list of all the National Monuments

in State guardianship or ownership. Each is assigned a National Monument number
whether in guardianship or ownership and has a brief description of the remains of
each Monument.
The Minister for the DoCHG may acquire national monuments by agreement or by
compulsory order. The state or local authority may assume guardianship of any
national monument (other than dwellings). The owners of national monuments (other
than dwellings) may also appoint the Minister or the local authority as guardian of
that monument if the state or local authority agrees. Once the site is in ownership or
guardianship of the state, it may not be interfered with without the written consent
of the Minister.
Preservation Orders List contains information on Preservation Orders and/or

Temporary Preservation Orders, which have been assigned to a site or sites. Sites
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deemed to be in danger of injury or destruction can be allocated Preservation Orders
under the 1930 Act. Preservation Orders make any interference with the site illegal.
Temporary Preservation Orders can be attached under the 1954 Act. These perform
the same function as a Preservation Order but have a time limit of six months, after
which the situation must be reviewed. Work may only be undertaken on or in the
vicinity of sites under Preservation Orders with the written consent, and at the
discretion, of the Minister.
The Topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland are the national

archive of all known finds recorded by the National Museum. This archive relates
primarily to artefacts but also includes references to monuments and unique records
of previous excavations. The find spots of artefacts are important sources of
information on the discovery of sites of archaeological significance.
Cartographic sources are important in tracing land use development within the

development area as well as providing important topographical information on areas
of archaeological potential and the development of buildings. Cartographic analysis of
all relevant maps has been made to identify any topographical anomalies or
structures that no longer remain within the landscape.
•
•
•
•

Down Survey Map of the Barony of Castleknock, c. 1655
John Rocque’s Map of the City and County of Dublin, 1760
John Taylor’s Map of the Environs of Dublin
Ordnance Survey maps of County Dublin, 1843, 1906–9

Documentary sources were consulted to gain background information on the

archaeological and cultural heritage landscape of the proposed development area.
Development Plans contain a catalogue of all the Protected Structures and

archaeological sites within the county. The Fingal County Development Plan (2017–
2023) was consulted to obtain information on cultural heritage sites in and within the
immediate vicinity of the proposed development area.
Aerial photographic coverage is an important source of information regarding the

precise location of sites and their extent. It also provides initial information on the
terrain and its likely potential for archaeology. A number of sources were consulted
including aerial photographs held by the Ordnance Survey and Google Earth.
Excavations Bulletin is a summary publication that has been produced every year

since 1970. This summarises every archaeological excavation that has taken place in
Ireland during that year up until 2010 and since 1987 has been edited by Isabel
Bennett. This information is vital when examining the archaeological content of any
area, which may not have been recorded under the SMR and RMP files. This
information is also available online (www.excavations.ie) from 1970−2018.
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2.2
FIELD INSPECTION
Field inspection is necessary to determine the extent and nature of archaeological
and historical remains, and can also lead to the identification of previously
unrecorded or suspected sites and portable finds through topographical observation
and local information.
The archaeological field inspection entailed • Walking the proposed development and its immediate environs.
• Noting and recording the terrain type and land usage.
• Noting and recording the presence of features of archaeological or historical
significance.
• Verifying the extent and condition of any recorded sites.
• Visually investigating any suspect landscape anomalies to determine the
possibility of their being anthropogenic in origin.
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RESULTS OF DESKTOP STUDY

3.1
ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
The proposed development area is located in the townland of Diswellstown,
Carpenterstown, Castleknock, Dublin 15. The River Liffey flows c. 890m south of the
site. There are two recorded monuments within 500m of the site, which consist of a
habitation site (DU017-010) and a holy well (DU017-011). These are located c. 395m
south and c. 445m southeast of the proposed development area respectively.
3.1.1

Prehistoric Period

Mesolithic Period (6000–4000 BC)

Although recent evidence suggests the possibility of a human presence in the
southwest of Ireland as early as the Upper Palaeolithic (Dowd and Carden 2016), the
earliest widespread evidence suggests that Ireland was first occupied in the
Mesolithic period, by communities that subsisted on hunting, fishing and foraging.
The most common evidence found to show the presence of Mesolithic communities
at a site is scatters of worked flint material, a by-product from the production of flint
implements. There is evidence that the River Liffey valley was exploited by Mesolithic
groups (Kador 2007). However, there is no recorded archaeological evidence dating to
the Mesolithic from the vicinity of the proposed development area.
Neolithic Period (4000–2500 BC)

During the Neolithic period communities became less mobile and their economy
became based on agriculture. This transition was accompanied by major social
change. Agriculture demanded an altering of the physical landscape; forests were
rapidly cleared and field boundaries constructed. There was a greater concern for
territory, which contributed to the construction of large communal ritual and burial
monuments called megalithic tombs, which are characteristic of the period. There are
no recorded monuments dating to this period in the vicinity of the proposed
development. However, a polished stone axehead (NMI: 1980:30) is recorded in the
topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland, from the townland of
Sheepmoor to the northwest, indicating a Neolithic presence in the wider landscape.
Furthermore, a prehistoric habitation site (DU017-010) is recorded c. 395m south of
the proposed development area.
Bronze Age (2500–800 BC)

The Bronze Age was marked by the widespread use of metal for the first time in
Ireland. As with the transition from Mesolithic to Neolithic, the transition into the
early Bronze Age was accompanied by changes in society. The megalithic tomb
tradition declined and ended and the burial of the individual became typical.
Cremated or inhumed bones were often placed in a cist, which is a small stone box set
into the ground or a stone-lined grave. These were often accompanied by pottery.
Different forms of burial barrows were constructed during this period, as well as
ceremonial monuments such as henges. A possible ring-barrow (DU017-025) is
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marked on the RMP map c. 1.9km southeast of the proposed development area
although it origins are dubious. Situated on a hillock overlooking the Liffey Valley in
the grounds of Stewart’s hospital it comprises a circular raised platform (Height 0.8m)
defined by a slight bank with a slightly domed interior that is completely overgrown
(diameter c. 15m). The Bronze Age landscape is also defined by other monuments
such as standing stones, stone rows and stone circles, although none of these have
been identified in the landscape surrounding the proposed development area.
Iron Age (800 BC–AD 500)

Two hills, possibly originally part of the Esker Riada, still lie c. 700m southeast of the
proposed development area within the grounds of St. Vincent’s College, each rising c.
18m above the surrounding plain. The Esker Riada is a natural system of mounds
consisting of gravel and rocks which are believed to have been deposited
approximately 10,000 years ago as a result of local climatic warming. Following a
battle at Maynooth around the year 123 AD, Ireland was politically divided into two
parts (north and south of the Esker Riada) known as Leath Cuinn, and Leath Mogha or
‘Conn's Half’ and ‘Mogha's Half’. The eastern hill is traditionally known as the burial
mound of Cumhal, father of Finn McCumhal. According to the Annals of the Four
Masters, a battle reputedly took place here during what would have been the Iron
Age, in AD 190, which culminated in the death of Cumhal, leader of the Fianna of
Leinster, by the hand of Goll Mac Morna, leader of the men of Connacht.
3.1.2

Early Medieval Period (AD 500–1100)

The early medieval period is portrayed in the surviving literary sources as entirely
rural, characterised by the basic territorial unit known as a túath. Byrne (1973)
estimates that there were probably at least 150 kings in Ireland at any given time
during this period, each ruling over his own túath. Each túath would have consisted of
between 1,700 and 3,300 subjects according to recent estimates placing the
population of Ireland during the early medieval period at between a quarter and half
a million people (Stout 2017). During this turbulent period, defensive enclosures
known as ringforts were constructed to protect farmsteads. The extant dating
evidence suggests they were primarily built between the 7th and 9th centuries AD
(Stout 1997, 22-31).
The town of Dublin, c. 8km to the east, was established in the early 10th century by
the predominantly Norse and Danish Vikings on the south bank of the Liffey
transforming the smaller scale Gaelic Irish settlement which predated it. The location
of the Viking “longphort” has been much debated and it is thought to have been
located on the south bank of the Liffey in Kilmainham/Islandbridge (which remained
part of the lands of the Phoenix Park until the late 17th century). The annals record
that the Vikings arrived on the Liffey in AD 841 to establish themselves on a more
permanent basis following the nationwide campaign of raiding and the longphort was
established to overwinter in Ireland.
The earliest Irish names for the area may derive from the ‘Druid's Mound’ or grave,
which was also called Cnock Bran, possibly from the name of a druid who may have
been buried there. The best-known name, and the one by which it is always called in
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later Irish Annals, is Cnucha, derived from the Irish word Cnoc - a hill, presumably
referring to the position of the ancient residence or mound. The high king Niall
Glundubh (Niall of Cnucha) was killed at Castleknock fighting against the Danes of
Dublin in AD 919. A fierce battle ensued called by the Irish annalists, the Battle of Ath
Cliath, with much of the fighting taking place midway between Castleknock and
Dublin at a place called Kilmahavogue. One result of the battle was that Cnucha
ceased to be an Irish fortress and became a Danish residence. According to modern
authorities this occupation by the Danes continued up to the time of the Norman
invasion, when the inhabitants of the Viking Dyflinarskiri (an area extending from
Fingal to Arklow along the coast and inland as far as Leixlip) sided with the Irish
against the invaders.
The veneration of wells is a very widespread tradition in Ireland. Many holy wells can
be found associated with early ecclesiastical sites. Well veneration and its antecedent
well worship is not confined to Ireland or even to Europe and at least some holy wells
in Ireland were important venues of pre-Christian ritual activity. Most wells are
springs but occasionally other water sources, or hollowed stones that collect water,
are treated as holy wells. A holy well (DU017-011) is located c. 445m southeast of the
proposed development area. It is identified by wall tablet as ‘Rag well’ and was
formerly visited on May eve. A tradition exists that the water cured sore eyes (SMR
file). It appears on the historic OS maps of 1843 and 1906–9 annotated as ‘Rag well’.
3.1.3

Medieval Period (AD 1100–1600)

Castleknock or Caisleán Cnucha (Castle of the hill), is a name of comparatively recent
origin dating to the arrival of the Normans; with the introduction of the word castle. It
takes its name from the castle on the hill c. 700m east-southeast of the proposed
development area. In documents relating to the 12th and 13th centuries the place is
called Castrum Cnuc, or simply Cnuc whilst some Norman-French writers used the
expression Chastel-cnoc or Castel-cnoc.
The Norman invasion of 1169 brought a change in the fortunes and appearance of
Cnucha. One of the outstanding events of that invasion was the siege of Dublin in
1171 by Roderick O'Connor, who was encamped at Cnucha (Castleknock) with a huge
army, supported by many Irish Chiefs (Baker 2010). The strategic importance of
Castleknock in regard to the defences of the city on its western side, and the necessity
of having strong fortification to check an enemy in this direction, was noted by the
invading Normans. During c. 1172 Hugh de Lacy was created Earl of Meath and
received from Henry II huge grants of land extending from Dublin far into the present
county of Meath. De Lacy, as king's bailiff or representative, subdivided his immense
territory among his knights as his feudal vassals. To his intimate friend and associate,
Hugh Tyrrell, he granted by charter in c. 1177 the stronghold of Cnucha and the
surrounding territory. De Lacy's charter was later confirmed by another granted by
Henry II.
Castleknock as a parish dates back to 1185 when Richard de Tyrell, son of the first
Baron of Castleknock, gave a grant to the Benedictine Monks of the Abbey of Little
Malvern, Worcestershire, to endow a religious house at Castleknock in honour of St
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Brigid. Later they built a chapel, the White Chapel at Coolmine, which served the
parish of Clonsilla. The Anglo-Norman castle (DU017-012) situated on the top of the
earlier motte was built by Hugh Tyrell in the late 12th century. Francis Place's drawing
of 1698 shows the castle as a strongly built multi-angular keep standing c. 80 feet
above the hill on which it was erected. Less than half of the original keep of the castle
survives, with a portion of the walls of the bailey, enclosing a space of c. 30m x 18m.
The bailey is still surrounded on the north and west by the original deep double fosses
and the double earthen ramparts which formed the other defences of the castle. The
interior of the bailey is now occupied by a Vincentian cemetery, first consecrated in
the mid-19th century and still used by the community at Castleknock College.
In 1317, the Scottish army led by Robert and Edward Bruce camped at Castleknock to
prepare for an attack on Dublin. Measures were taken by the authorities to reinforce
the defences of the city and deprive the attackers of cover, leading the Scots to
decamp and move on from Castleknock (Clarke 1996).
3.1.4

Post-Medieval Period (AD 1600–1800)

Dublin was held by the English forces for the King during the Civil War of 1641, and
the owner of Castleknock sided with the Anglo-Irish of the Pale. The stronghold of
Castleknock was too important a position to be left in the hands of the enemy close to
the walls of Dublin. Attempts were made in 1642 to secure it for the King and to place
a royalist garrison therein and the castle was subsequently taken by siege.
In the ensuing years, Dublin was handed over to the Parliamentarians by the
desertion of Ormonde. Owen Roe O'Neill commanded the Irish forces and in 1647 he
advanced upon Dublin and came as far as Castleknock. He quickly gained possession
of the Castle, but was not strong enough to lay siege to the city and decided to
withdraw in the direction of Drogheda. Two years later another attempt was made to
regain Dublin by the Royalists. The Marquis of Ormonde advanced with his forces and,
having encamped at Castleknock, engaged in skirmishes with the Parliamentarian
general, Colonel Jones. After a short time he withdrew with his men towards Finglas,
leaving a garrison in Castleknock.
When the Act of Settlement was passed after the Restoration of Charles II, portions of
the Castleknock lands were granted by letters patent to William Warren of Corduff.
From this time the estate ceased to be Crown property and became a private
demesne. The extent of land acquired by William Warren out of the original
Castleknock grant is described in a document of February 25th, 1666, as containing
459 acres, including a portion of the present Phoenix Park.
3.1.5

Townlands

The townland is an Irish land unit of considerable longevity as many of the units are
likely to represent much earlier land divisions. However, the term townland was not
used to denote a unit of land until the Civil Survey of 1654. It bears no relation to the
modern word ‘town’ but like the Irish word baile refers to a place. It is possible that
the word is derived from the Old English tun land and meant ‘the land forming an
estate or manor’ (Culleton 1999, 174). Gaelic land ownership required a clear
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definition of the territories held by each sept and a need for strong, permanent
fences around their territories. It is possible that boundaries following ridge tops,
streams or bog are likely to be older in date than those composed of straight lines
(ibid. 179). The vast majority of townlands are referred to in the 17th century, when
land documentation records begin. Many of the townlands are mapped within the
Down Survey of the 1650s, so called as all measurements were carefully ‘laid downe’
on paper at a scale of forty perches to one inch. Therefore, most are in the context of
pre-17th century landscape organisation (McErlean 1983, 315).
In the 19th century, some demesnes, deer parks or large farms were given townland
status during the Ordnance Survey and some imprecise townland boundaries in areas
such as bogs or lakes, were given more precise definition (ibid.). Larger tracts of land
were divided into a number of townlands, and named Upper, Middle or Lower, as well
as Beg and More (small and large) and north, east, south and west (Culleton 1999,
179). By the time the first Ordnance Survey had been completed a total of 62,000
townlands were recorded in Ireland.
The proposed development area is located within the townland of Diswellstown. The
road to the immediate north of the proposed development area acts as the townland
boundary between Diswellstown and Carpenterstown. The road is marked on
Rocque’s map of 1760 and is marked as a townland boundary on the first edition OS
map of 1843 as well as subsequent OS mapping. The townland of Diswellstown is not
included in the Down Survey mapping and the mapping of the barony of Castleknock
and parish but is described in the Civil Survey of 1654 as consisting of 212 acres
owned by Sym Luttrell. This clearly does not indicate the entire extent of the
townland, which measures 420 acres based on the historic OS mapping. It is likely that
the 17th century description forms the southern portion of the townland, as it is
described as being bounded to the south by the River Liffey. The northern boundary is
describes as being formed by ‘Culmine’, rather than Carpenterstown. Carpenterstown
does not appear at a place name in the survey, suggesting it is a more recent
construct, likely to date to the latter part of the 18th century. Whilst the name
Diswellstown may date back to the arrival of the Anglo-Normans and the name
Stephano de Deueswell, which is recorded in 1210 (logainm.ie), the actual boundaries
within the area, where formed by roads and regular linear features, are likely to be
more recent in date.
3.2
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELDWORK
A review of the Excavations Bulletin (1970–2018) has revealed that a number of
archaeological investigations have taken place in the vicinity of the proposed
development area.
Monitoring and subsequent archaeological excavation was carried out in fields c.
340m east of the proposed development area and revealed a number of pits (Bennett
2002:0491, 2002:0490, Licence Refs.: 02E0655, 02E0478). A range of dates have been
suggested by the finds, dating from prehistoric flint to medieval pottery.
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A prehistoric habitation site (DU017-010) located c. 395m south of the proposed
development area, which was identified during works associated with the
construction of a Gas Pipeline (SMR file). No summary for the site has ever been
published and as such, the exact archaeological nature of same is unknown.
A number of archaeological investigations took place in the vicinity of the proposed
development area which did not reveal anything of archaeological significance. These
are summarised below in Table 1.
TABLE 1: Archaeological Investigations which failed to reveal archaeological features
LICENCE
NO.

LOCATION

DESCRIPTION

14E0387 Diswellstown Monitoring failed to identify any
features or deposits of archaeological
significance.

DISTANCE FROM SCHEME

REFERENCE

c. 60m south

Bennett
2014:523

14E0387 Diswellstown Archaeological testing did not reveal
c. 325m southwest
any archaeological features or deposits.

Bennett
2014:124

05E0066 Diswellstown Archaeological testing of the M50
upgrade lands failed to reveal any
features or deposits of archaeological
significance.

c. 406m southeast

Bennett
2005:417

15E0002 Diswellstown Archaeological testing did not reveal
any features of archaeological
potential.

c. 432m south-southwest Bennett
2015:454

3.3

CARTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

Down Survey Map of the Barony of Castleknock, c. 1655

There is little detail shown of the landscape surrounding the proposed development
area in this map. The castle at Castleknock is marked prominently on a hill but no
features are marked in the immediate environs of the proposed development area.
John Rocque’s Map of the City and County of Dublin, 1760 (Figure 3)

By the time of this map, it appears that Diswells House has been established complete
with formal gardens, as well as Carpenterstown to the north. The castle is shown on
the western hill at Castleknock, which is depicted as a small village, while a tower is
depicted on the eastern hill.
John Taylor’s Map of the Environs of Dublin 1816 (Figure 3)

This map does not provide great detail however Diswelstown House is once again
shown, though no detail of a demesne is depicted. The castle and tower at
Castleknock are depicted again.
First Edition Ordnance Survey Map, 1837, scale 1:10,560 (Figure 4)

This is the first accurate historic mapping coverage of the area containing the
proposed development area. There are no features depicted within the site, which
appears to be a field within an agricultural landscape. The roadway to the immediate
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north acts as the townland boundary between the townlands of Diswellstown and
Carpenterstown. The holy well (DU017-011) is annotated ‘Rag Well’.
Ordnance Survey Map, 1906–9, scale 1:2,500 (Figure 4)

There is no significant change to the proposed development area by the time of this
map. The site remains undisturbed and undeveloped farmland.
3.4
COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN
The Fingal County Development Plan 2017–2023 recognises the statutory protection
afforded to archaeological sites included within the Record of Monuments and Places
and seeks to protect those monuments, to including their setting, access, views and
prospects. Fingal County Council recognises the value and significance of the county’s
archaeological heritage, and the importance of fostering a greater public appreciation
of this heritage. Through policies contained in this Development Plan, they seek to
ensure the effective protection, conservation and enhancement of archaeological
sites, monuments and their settings (Appendix 3).
There are two recorded archaeological sites within 500m of the proposed
development area. A habitation site (DU017-010) and a holy well (DU017-011), are
located c. 395m south and c. 445m southeast of the proposed development area
respectively.
3.5
AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS
Inspection of the aerial photographic coverage of the proposed development area
held by the Ordnance Survey (1995-2013), Google Earth (2003–2019) and Bing Maps
revealed that the proposed development area is occupied by a modern residence,
outbuildings and gardens. No previously unknown features of archaeological potential
were identified from the aerial photography.
3.6
FIELD INSPECTION
The field inspection sought to assess the site, its previous and current land use, the
topography and any additional information relevant to the report. During the course
of the field investigation the proposed development site and its surrounding environs
were inspected (Figure 1).
The proposed development area is currently occupied by a large modern residence
and associated grounds. The existing house is located centrally within the site (Plate
1). The front garden is divided by a gravel driveway lined with mature trees (Plate 2).
To the northwest, a flat area of former lawn is now overgrown (Plate 3). To the east, a
small field of rough pasture is separated from the residential plot by a wooden fence
(Plate 4). To the rear of the house is a small garden that has become overgrown (Plate
5). In the west of the site, a second (now overgrown) driveway (Plate 6) allows access
to a stable block (Plate 7) and former tennis court (Plate 8) that are located in the
southwest corner of the proposed development area.
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No features of archaeological potential were identified during the field inspection
which was carried out on the 12th of August 2019.
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CONCLUSIONS

The proposed development area lies within the townland of Diswellstown,
Carpenterstown, Castleknock, Dublin 15. There are two recorded monuments within
500m of the proposed development area, a habitation site (DU017-010) and a holy
well (DU017-011), c. 395m south and c. 445m southeast of the proposed
development area respectively.
A review of Excavations Bulletin (1970–2018) revealed that a number of small-scale
features dating from the prehistoric period to the post-medieval period were
identified c. 340m east of the proposed development area. The remainder of previous
investigations in the wider vicinity failed to identify any features of archaeological
potential.
The cartographic sources depict the present of Diswellstown House from 1760
(Rocque), which is located c. 465m southwest of the proposed development area. In
addition, the motte and bailey (DU017-01201) at Castleknock, located 700m eastsoutheast features prominently in the historic mapping. The holy well (DU017-011) is
annotated as ‘Rag Well’ on the historic OS maps of 1843 and 1906–9. The site
remained as open field up until the construction of a modern residence at the centre
of the proposed development area prior to 1995.
A field inspection has been carried out as part of the assessment. This confirmed the
presence of a modern residence, outbuildings and a tennis court within the site. No
previously unrecorded features of archaeological potential were noted during the
course of the field inspection.
The townland boundary that separates Diswellstown from Carpenterstown is formed
by the road that borders the proposed development area to the north. The mature
hedge line that borders the road and the northern side of the proposed development
area is not the path of the townland boundary. The hedge line is likely to be post
medieval in origin with the path of same marked within the historic OS maps.
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IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND MITIGATION STRATEGY

Impacts can be identified from detailed information about a project, the nature of the
area affected and the range of archaeological resources potentially affected.
Archaeological sites can be affected adversely in a number of ways: disturbance by
excavation, topsoil stripping; disturbance by vehicles working in unsuitable conditions;
and burial of sites, limiting access for future archaeological investigation. Upstanding
archaeology can be affected adversely by direct damage or destruction arising from
development, from inadvertent damage arising from vibration, undermining etc. and
also by indirect impacts to a building’s visual setting, view or curtilage.
5.1

IMPACT ASSESSMENT
•

5.2

It is possible that ground disturbances associated with the proposed
development may have an adverse impact on previously unrecorded
archaeological features or deposits that have the potential to survive beneath
the current ground level with no surface expression. This is possible within the
open greenfield areas of the site.
MITIGATION

•

It is recommended that a programme of archaeological testing be carried out
within the greenfield sections of the proposed development area, prior to
development and as a condition of any grant of permission. If any features of
archaeological potential are discovered during the course of the works further
archaeological mitigation may be required, such as preservation in-situ or by
record. Any further mitigation will require approval from the National
Monuments Service of the DoCHG.

It is the developer’s responsibility to ensure full provision is made available for the
resolution of any archaeological remains, both on site and during the post excavation
process, should that be deemed the appropriate manner in which to proceed.
Please note that all recommendations are subject to approval by the National
Monuments Service of the Heritage and Planning Division, Department of
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.
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APPENDICES
APPENDIX 1

SMR/RMP SITES WITHIN THE SURROUNDING AREA

SMR NO.

DU017-010

RMP STATUS

Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP

TOWNLAND

Diswellstown

PARISH

Castleknock

BARONY

Castleknock

I.T.M.

707725/736428

CLASSIFICATION

Habitation site

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 395m south of the proposed development area

DESCRIPTION

A habitation site with associated stone axe was exposed during monitoring
of the North-East Gas pipeline (Gowen 1984, 56, Fig.18, 22).

REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file

SMR NO.

DU017-011

RMP STATUS

Scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the RMP

TOWNLAND

Diswellstown

PARISH

Castleknock

BARONY

Castleknock

I.T.M.

707963/736419

CLASSIFICATION

Ritual site - holy well

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 445m southeast of the proposed development area

DESCRIPTION

Situated at the side of the road, beside a cul-de-sac. The well is covered
over but the site of the holy well is indicated by a wall tablet which
identifies it as the 'Ragwell'. It was formerly visited on May Eve. There is a
tradition that the water cured sore eyes (Ó Danachair 1958, 75-6).

REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file
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STRAY FINDS WITHIN THE SURROUNDING AREA

Information on artefact finds from the study area in County Dublin has been recorded
by the National Museum of Ireland since the late 18th century. Location information
relating to these finds is important in establishing prehistoric and historic activity in
the study area.
MUSEUM NO

1980:30

TOWNLAND

Sheepmoor

PARISH

Clonsilla

BARONY

Castleknock

FIND

Polished stone axehead

FIND PLACE

Ploughed field

DESCRIPTION

Polished stone axehead with broad cutting edge and slightly convex sides

REFERENCE

NMI Topographical Files
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PROTECTING

THE

ARCHAEOLOGICAL

PROTECTION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE

The cultural heritage in Ireland is safeguarded through national and international
policy designed to secure the protection of the cultural heritage resource to the
fullest possible extent (Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands 1999,
35). This is undertaken in accordance with the provisions of the European Convention
on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (Valletta Convention), ratified by
Ireland in 1997.
THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCE

The National Monuments Act 1930 to 2014 and relevant provisions of the National
Cultural Institutions Act 1997 are the primary means of ensuring the satisfactory
protection of archaeological remains, which includes all man-made structures of
whatever form or date except buildings habitually used for ecclesiastical purposes. A
National Monument is described as ‘a monument or the remains of a monument the
preservation of which is a matter of national importance by reason of the historical,
architectural, traditional, artistic or archaeological interest attaching thereto’
(National Monuments Act 1930 Section 2). A number of mechanisms under the
National Monuments Act are applied to secure the protection of archaeological
monuments. These include the Register of Historic Monuments, the Record of
Monuments and Places, and the placing of Preservation Orders and Temporary
Preservation Orders on endangered sites.
OWNERSHIP AND GUARDIANSHIP OF NATIONAL MONUMENTS

The Minister may acquire national monuments by agreement or by compulsory order.
The state or local authority may assume guardianship of any national monument
(other than dwellings). The owners of national monuments (other than dwellings)
may also appoint the Minister or the local authority as guardian of that monument if
the state or local authority agrees. Once the site is in ownership or guardianship of
the state, it may not be interfered with without the written consent of the Minister.
REGISTER OF HISTORIC MONUMENTS

Section 5 of the 1987 Act requires the Minister to establish and maintain a Register of
Historic Monuments. Historic monuments and archaeological areas present on the
register are afforded statutory protection under the 1987 Act. Any interference with
sites recorded on the register is illegal without the permission of the Minister. Two
months’ notice in writing is required prior to any work being undertaken on or in the
vicinity of a registered monument. The register also includes sites under Preservation
Orders and Temporary Preservation Orders. All registered monuments are included in
the Record of Monuments and Places.
PRESERVATION ORDERS AND TEMPORARY PRESERVATION ORDERS

Sites deemed to be in danger of injury or destruction can be allocated Preservation
Orders under the 1930 Act. Preservation Orders make any interference with the site
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illegal. Temporary Preservation Orders can be attached under the 1954 Act. These
perform the same function as a Preservation Order but have a time limit of six
months, after which the situation must be reviewed. Work may only be undertaken
on or in the vicinity of sites under Preservation Orders with the written consent, and
at the discretion, of the Minister.
RECORD OF MONUMENTS AND PLACES

Section 12(1) of the 1994 Act requires the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and
the Islands (now the Minister for the Department of Culture, Heritage and the
Gaeltacht) to establish and maintain a record of monuments and places where the
Minister believes that such monuments exist. The record comprises a list of
monuments and relevant places and a map/s showing each monument and relevant
place in respect of each county in the state. All sites recorded on the Record of
Monuments and Places receive statutory protection under the National Monuments
Act 1994. All recorded monuments on the proposed development site are
represented on the accompanying maps.
Section 12(3) of the 1994 Act provides that ‘where the owner or occupier (other than
the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands) of a monument or place
included in the Record, or any other person, proposes to carry out, or to cause or
permit the carrying out of, any work at or in relation to such a monument or place, he
or she shall give notice in writing to the Minister of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the
Islands to carry out work and shall not, except in case of urgent necessity and with the
consent of the Minister, commence the work until two months after giving of notice’.
Under the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 2004, anyone who demolishes or
in any way interferes with a recorded site is liable to a fine not exceeding €3,000 or
imprisonment for up to 6 months. On summary conviction and on conviction of
indictment, a fine not exceeding €10,000 or imprisonment for up to 5 years is the
penalty. In addition, they are liable for costs for the repair of the damage caused.
In addition to this, under the European Communities (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 1989, Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) are required
for various classes and sizes of development project to assess the impact the
proposed development will have on the existing environment, which includes the
cultural, archaeological and built heritage resources. These document’s
recommendations are typically incorporated into the conditions under which the
proposed development must proceed, and thus offer an additional layer of protection
for monuments which have not been listed on the RMP.
THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000

Under planning legislation, each local authority is obliged to draw up a Development
Plan setting out their aims and policies with regard to the growth of the area over a
five-year period. They cover a range of issues including archaeology and built
heritage, setting out their policies and objectives with regard to the protection and
enhancement of both. These policies can vary from county to county. The Planning
and Development Act 2000 recognises that proper planning and sustainable
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development includes the protection of the archaeological heritage. Conditions
relating to archaeology may be attached to individual planning permissions.
Fingal Development Plan 2017–2023

It is an objective of Fingal County Council to:
CH 02 Favour the preservation in situ or at a minimum preservation by record, of
archaeological sites, monuments, features or objects in their settings. In securing such
preservation the Council will have regard to the advice and recommendations of the
National Monuments Service of the Department of the Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural
and Gaeltacht Affairs.
CH 03 Protect all archaeological sites and monuments, underwater archaeology, and
archaeological objects, which are listed in the Record of Monuments and Places and
all sites and features of archaeological and historic interest discovered subsequent to
the publication of the Record of Monuments and Places, and to seek their
preservation in situ (or at a minimum, preservation by record) through the planning
process.
CH 04 Encourage and promote the appropriate management and maintenance of the
County’s archaeological heritage, including historical burial grounds, in accordance
with conservation principles and best practice guidelines.
CH 05 Ensure archaeological remains are identified and fully considered at the very
earliest stages of the development process, that schemes are designed to avoid
impacting on the archaeological heritage.
CH 06 Require that proposals for linear development over one kilometre in length;
proposals for development involving ground clearance of more than half a hectare; or
developments in proximity to areas with a density of known archaeological
monuments and history of discovery; to include an Archaeological Impact Assessment
and refer such applications to the relevant Prescribed Bodies.
CH 07 Ensure that development within the vicinity of a Recorded Monument or Zone
of Archaeological Notification does not seriously detract from the setting of the
feature and is sited and designed appropriately.
CH 08 Develop a policy in relation to the treatment of archaeological monuments
within open space of developments. A different designation from that of open space
will be applied where subsurface archaeological remains are incorporated to
differentiate the area.
CH 09 Recognise the importance of archaeology or historic landscapes and the
connectivity between sites, where it exists, in order to safeguard them from
developments that would unduly sever or disrupt the relationship and/or intervisibility between sites.
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CH 10 Co-operate with other agencies in the assessment of the potential for climate
change to impact on coastal, riverine, inter-tidal and sub-tidal sites and their
environments including shipwreck sites.
CH 11 Encourage reference to or incorporation of significant archaeological finds into
development schemes, where appropriate and sensitively designed, through layout,
displays, signage, plaques, information panels and by using historic place names and
the Irish language where appropriate.
CH 12 Promote best practice for archaeological excavation by ensuring that they are
undertaken according to best practice as outlined by the National Monuments
Service, Department of Arts, Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs, The
National Museum and the Institute of Archaeologists of Ireland.
CH 13 Actively support the dissemination of the findings of archaeological
investigations and excavations through the publication of excavation reports thereby
promoting public awareness and appreciation of the value of archaeological
resources.
CH 14 Identify Zones of Archaeological Notification that contain clusters of Recorded
Monuments or have a significant history of the discovery of archaeological sites,
features and objects in order to allow for their designation, protection of their setting
and environs.
CH 15 Raise public awareness of the cultural heritage and improve legibility by
providing appropriate signage or interpretation in areas, sites, villages, and buildings
of archaeological and historic significance.
CH 16 Develop and implement the findings of the Community Archaeology Strategy
for Fingal.
CH 17 Support the growth of cultural tourism in the County, including the potential
for niche heritage-based tourism products by facilitating the development of heritage
events, infrastructure such as heritage trails, walkways and cycleways etc. and
activities such as community excavation.
CH 18 Manage the archaeological sites and monuments that Fingal County Council
owns or is responsible for according to best practice and according to Conservation
Plans where they exist.
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IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND THE CULTURAL HERITAGE

POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL REMAINS

Impacts are defined as ‘the degree of change in an environment resulting from a
development’ (Environmental Protection Agency 2017). They are described as
profound, significant or slight impacts on archaeological remains. They may be
negative, positive or neutral, direct, indirect or cumulative, temporary or permanent.
Impacts can be identified from detailed information about a project, the nature of the
area affected and the range of archaeological and historical resources potentially
affected. Development can affect the archaeological and historical resource of a given
landscape in a number of ways.

vii

•

Permanent and temporary land-take, associated structures, landscape
mounding, and their construction may result in damage to or loss of
archaeological remains and deposits, or physical loss to the setting of historic
monuments and to the physical coherence of the landscape.

•

Archaeological sites can be affected adversely in a number of ways:
disturbance by excavation, topsoil stripping and the passage of heavy
machinery; disturbance by vehicles working in unsuitable conditions; or burial
of sites, limiting accessibility for future archaeological investigation.

•

Hydrological changes in groundwater or surface water levels can result from
construction activities such as de-watering and spoil disposal, or longer-term
changes in drainage patterns. These may desiccate archaeological remains and
associated deposits.

•

Visual impacts on the historic landscape sometimes arise from construction
traffic and facilities, built earthworks and structures, landscape mounding and
planting, noise, fences and associated works. These features can impinge
directly on historic monuments and historic landscape elements as well as
their visual amenity value.

•

Landscape measures such as tree planting can damage sub-surface
archaeological features, due to topsoil stripping and through the root action of
trees and shrubs as they grow.

•

Ground consolidation by construction activities or the weight of permanent
embankments can cause damage to buried archaeological remains, especially
in colluviums or peat deposits.

•

Disruption due to construction also offers in general the potential for
adversely affecting archaeological remains. This can include machinery, site
offices, and service trenches.
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Although not widely appreciated, positive impacts can accrue from developments.
These can include positive resource management policies, improved maintenance and
access to archaeological monuments, and the increased level of knowledge of a site or
historic landscape as a result of archaeological assessment and fieldwork.
PREDICTED IMPACTS

The severity of a given level of land-take or visual intrusion varies with the type of
monument, site or landscape features and its existing environment. Severity of impact
can be judged taking the following into account:
•

The proportion of the feature affected and how far physical characteristics
fundamental to the understanding of the feature would be lost;

•

Consideration of the type, date, survival/condition, fragility/vulnerability,
rarity, potential and amenity value of the feature affected;

•

Assessment of the levels of noise, visual and hydrological impacts, either in
general or site-specific terms, as may be provided by other specialists.
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MITIGATION MEASURES AND THE CULTURAL HERITAGE

POTENTIAL MITIGATION STRATEGIES FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE REMAINS

Mitigation is defined as features of the design or other measures of the proposed
development that can be adopted to avoid, prevent, reduce or offset negative effects.
The best opportunities for avoiding damage to archaeological remains or intrusion on
their setting and amenity arise when the site options for the development are being
considered. Damage to the archaeological resource immediately adjacent to
developments may be prevented by the selection of appropriate construction
methods. Reducing adverse effects can be achieved by good design, for example by
screening historic buildings or upstanding archaeological monuments or by burying
archaeological sites undisturbed rather than destroying them. Offsetting adverse
effects is probably best illustrated by the full investigation and recording of
archaeological sites that cannot be preserved in situ.
DEFINITION OF MITIGATION STRATEGIES
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCE

The ideal mitigation for all archaeological sites is preservation in situ. This is not
always a practical solution, however. Therefore, a series of recommendations are
offered to provide ameliorative measures where avoidance and preservation in situ
are not possible.
Archaeological Test Trenching can be defined as ‘a limited programme of intrusive
fieldwork which determines the presence or absence of archaeological features,
structures, deposits, artefacts or ecofacts within a specified area or site on land, intertidal zone or underwater. If such archaeological remains are present field evaluation
defines their character, extent, quality and preservation, and enables an assessment
of their worth in a local, regional, national or international context as appropriate’
(CIfA 2014a).
Full Archaeological Excavation can be defined as ‘a programme of controlled, intrusive
fieldwork with defined research objectives which examines, records and interprets
archaeological deposits, features and structures and, as appropriate, retrieves
artefacts, ecofacts and other remains within a specified area or site on land, intertidal zone or underwater. The records made and objects gathered during fieldwork
are studied and the results of that study published in detail appropriate to the project
design’ (CIfA 2014b).
Archaeological Monitoring can be defined as ‘a formal programme of observation and
investigation conducted during any operation carried out for non-archaeological
reasons. This will be within a specified area or site on land, inter-tidal zone or
underwater, where there is a possibility that archaeological deposits may be
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disturbed or destroyed. The programme will result in the preparation of a report and
ordered archive (CIfA 2014c).
Underwater Archaeological Assessment consists of a programme of works carried out
by a specialist underwater archaeologist, which can involve wade surveys, metal
detection surveys and the excavation of test pits within the sea or riverbed. These
assessments are able to access and assess the potential of an underwater
environment to a much higher degree than terrestrial based assessments.
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Existing house, facing southeast

Front lawn, facing north
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Plate 4

Gravel driveway, facing north

Field to east, facing north-northeast

PLATES

Diswellstown, Carpenterstown,
Castleknock, Dublin 15

Plate 5

Plate 7

Archaeological Assessment

Rear garden, facing south

Stable-block, facing southwest
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Plate 6

Plate 8

Western driveway, facing north

Former tennis court, facing north
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