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Design Strategy
Mitchell + Associates strategy for the proposed mixed use redevelopment of the Park Shopping Centre is
to develop a scheme with a strong sense of ‘genus loci’, which enhances the existing urban public realm
and structure of the area. Our scheme takes cognisance of two main elements that bookend our
development site, being Jameson House (a protected structure) located to the west and Grangegorman
Campus to the east. The scheme extends the public realm into the Grangegorman Campus through the
proposed east west orientated street. This street known here as the new street acts as a gateway into the
campus connecting Prussia Street directly with Grangegorman terminating ones view at Jameson House.
Jameson House not only terminates ones view as you will exit the campus but it acts as an orientation node
from Prussia Street providing a landmark in the streetscape upon which you can orientate yourself before
circulating into the neighbouring campus. Our aim is to create a high quality public realm that provides for
the needs within the area in a welcoming manner.
New Street
The proposed scheme has a strong structure with the new street forming the backbone of the scheme. This
10m wide linear street is terminated with Jameson House to the west and provides an important connection
into Grangeorman campus to the east. To create a seamless connection with Grangegorman it is proposed
to continue the same paving strategy along the new street, utilising natural stone to denote and highlight
entrance ways coupled with the permeable paving in alternating colours or light and dark ochre.

Unit 5 Woodpark The Rise Glasnevin Dublin 9 Ireland
T + 353 1 454 5066
E info@mitchellassoc.net

VAT No.: IE 1114098RH

Mitchell Landscape Architecture Ltd Company no: 523027 Registered address: 5 Woodpark The Rise Glasnevin Directors: Dave Kirkwood Brian McGuinne

MITCHELL + ASSOCIATES

www.mitchellassoc.net

Landscape Architecture Urban Design

The new street is proposed as a pedestrianised street with
emergency access only. A row of Ulmus Columella (Elm tree)
continues the tree lined pathway of Grangegorman and will
work well as a narrow columnar tree shape. These trees are off
set towards the northern side of the street to create a
designated clear space to the south enabling emergency
access through the full length of the new street. These trees are
proposed to separate a more direct circulation route in and out
from the campus from a slower paced window shopper
accessing the animated shop fronts to the North of the street.
This row of trees creates a ‘street furniture zone’ to reduce
clutter in the space and coordinate all necessary furniture to
create a well functioning streetscape. The furniture zone will be
punctuated with groups of bicycle parking racks (26no. stands
providing for 52no. bicycles to park), opportunities of seating,
litter bins as well as open space to facilitate the easy and free
flow of pedestrian movement across the space. This furniture
zone is proposed to be identified with a contrasting black granite
band of paving which will also act as a directional band of
paving drawing people down the street.
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To further limit the clutter within the new street and create a unique and memorable space the use of
catenary lights are proposed along the length of the new street. These will not only provide the necessary
lighting levels to create a safe space but will act as a fun and playful element to the student environment.

The new street cranks towards the eastern end of the development. At this location the main entrances to
the student accommodation on the floors above is accessed. Continuing the hierarchy of paving materials
these entrances are denoted with natural stone. A large feature seating bench is proposed at this location
to further highlight these entrances and act as a meeting point for friends.
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A section of the former boundary wall (protected structure, permitted removal under planning permission
reference 3441/13) will be removed to continue the new street into the Grangegorman Campus. In its place,
to retain its memory, a contrasting granite sett banding is proposed. This banding will connect the portions
of the wall which are being retained.
Access to secure bicycle parking spaces for the students is via a pedestrian route which runs parallel to
this protected wall. There are two separate secure bicycle parking areas, one to the north east of the site
and a second to the south east. Within these spaces there are two tier bicycle racks proposed. A colour
coded system shall be employed for ease of locating. The system will be robust and easy to use providing
a combined to total of 288no. secure spaces. This equates to over 1no. parking space per 2 students
meeting the requirements of Dublin City Development Plan 2016-2022.

Due to the existing topography of Prussia Street falling approximately 2m from the north of our site boundary
to the south the approach and access into the new street has been well developed and considered.
Universal access has been achieved subtly along the footpath turning into the new street without the need
for any designated ramps which has helped create a welcoming integration in the public realm. A feature
wall which is proposed to be finished in a polished concrete with an anti-graffiti coating will stand annotating
the entrance. This wall is proposed to be engraved with the development’s name ‘Jameson Gate’ to act as
a wayfinding aid. This further unites the proposed development with Grangegorman through the use of a
common design language and material finishes.
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The proposed development fronting Prussia Street is animated with ground floor retail opening onto the
street. Further detail relating to this can be found within the Architect’s Design Statement. Feature bench
seating sit on the interface between Prussia Street and New Street This area is encouraged to act as an
informal meeting and orientation point.
Secondary entrances which cross the pedestrian footpath on Prussia Street include a pedestrian
connection into the car park and student accommodation buildings to the north of the site. Access to the
car park for motorists and the service entrance to the south of the site. Both of these vehicular entrances
are proposed to be finished in natural stone continuing the footpath paving material to present a seamless
finish to the space. While the same paving material will be utilised different unit sizes will be utilised to meet
the specific loading needs of the various spaces.
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The First Floor Courtyards
There are two large courtyard spaces for
residents to utilise and enjoy. These are both
located on the first floor of the development.
The northern courtyard measures an area of
approximately 1,250m2 (approx. varies 67m x
19.5m) (excluding circulation space) and the
southern courtyard measures an area of
approximately 1,200m2 (approx. varies 73m X
13.5m) (excluding circulation space). Both
active and passive recreation opportunities
are integrated into these spaces.
As these courtyards are located on the first
floor levels of the development it is proposed
that a sunken slab will be provided so as the
planting can appear to emerge out of the
ground at the same level as the paving
finishes. This will reduce the need for
extensive raised planter structures which will
help create a restorative environment to enjoy.
To enable tree planting within these spaces
seating edges will be incorporated where
growing medium can be mounded to achieve
the necessary depths for healthy growth.
Coupled with this will be an irrigation system
to support plant life in this environment.
These spaces have been designed to provide
privacy to adjacent bedrooms with pathways
set back from windows and planting proposed
to provide year round interest and screening.
Circulation routes through the courtyards are
direct yet meander slightly to form spaces for
a variety of activities to take place.
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Northern Courtyard
This space is open and mainly provides for an active
involvement. Planting to the perimeter of the courtyard
provides privacy to bedrooms while also softening the
space and providing year round interest. The
meandering pathways are aligned to create a series of
spaces as one moves through the space. Both active
and passive recreation is provided to enable the
spaces to be as engaging as possible.
A basketball hoop and associated play space has
been integrated into the courtyard. The surface of this
space is proposed to be finished with an acoustic
absorbing safety rubber wet-pour material to dampen
the noises typically associated with basketball play. In
addition two table tennis tables and an oversized
chess board have been included. These active nodes
are heavily planted to integrate them seamlessly into
the space and reduce noise levels.
Integrated seating units are proposed throughout the
spaces. These are large enough to lie out on and aim
to act as informal gathering places while also providing
quite spaces for people to enjoy the outside. There are
a large number of seating units incorporated into the
space to meet the varying needs of the students.

Southern Courtyard
The Southern Courtyard is divided for use of both
students and residents. The boundary is proposed to
be planted with large multi-stemmed trees and
understorey planting. This planting is complimented
with an acoustic fence to minimise noise levels
radiating from this space. Similar to the northern
courtyard the circulation pathways meander through
the space creating a sequence of space providing for
a variety of uses.
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Both active and passive recreation is provided to
enable the spaces to be as engaging as possible.
The space provides for communal dining/BBQing,
large scale chess play and a sculptural ball play
space for younger children. Also available to
residents is allotment space to grow fruit and
vegetables. These active nodes are heavily planted
to integrate them seamlessly into the space and
reduce noise levels. Both formal seating tables and
benches are provided for outdoor study or recreation
coupled with south facing seating benches
integrated into the courtyard which allow residents to
lie out, socialise or enjoy quite time.

Materials
Hardworks materials and site furniture have been carefully selected to both be in sympathy with the
architectural building proposals, whilst also sensitively integrating the building within its receiving
environment. Materials have been selected with the aims of sustainability, durability and life cycle costing
paramount. Proposed materials are as follows:
Street:
•
•
•

Granite Flag Paving & blocks to the public streets
Charcoal Granite Setts
Permeable paving setts, light and dark ochre (as per Grangegorman Campus)

Courtyards:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Resin bound surfacing
Wet pout to play areas to reduce noise
High Quality PC Paving Flags
Steel edging
Fair Faced pre-cast seating edges with timber seating tops
S/S handrails and balustrades

Lighting
Adequate lighting shall be provided throughout the site to adhere to the relevant building regulations and
to promote the safe and secure passage through and use of all external spaces. The lighting shall take the
form of catenary lights along the length of the new street, recessed luminaires into the pre-cast concrete
seating edges and steps. Feature lighting elements shall highlight meeting/ collection points. The orientation
of light spill will be designed to avoid glare and negatively impacting on residential units.
Lux levels at building access points and access points into the development shall be increased to highlight
their location.
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Planting
The palette of plant species used shall be based on a range of hardy species, which will reduce,
maintenance over-time, and contributes to the early and rapid development of the planted installation.
Seasonal interest will be a consideration in the plant mixes through the site. The planting mixes to the roof
garden shall be both wind & pollution resistant.
The planting mixes shall consist of a combination of evergreen structural planting, herbaceous perennials,
bulbs and selected tree species. The colour scheme shall be simple pastel colours and carry through each
garden space.

INDICATIVE PLANTING LIST
NEW STREET
Street Trees
Ulmus Columella, Elm, 20-25cmg, Semi mature standard tree, Minimum height 4.5m, clear stem to 2m
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COURTYARD AND ROOF TERRACES
Ornamental Trees:
Amelanchier lamarckii multistem, minimum 3no. breaks, 3-3.5m in height
Betula albosinensis ‘Fascination’ multistem, minimum 3no. breaks, 3-3.5m in height
Betula albosinensis ‘Fascination’ standard tree, 16-18cmg, 4m on height, rootballed
Crataegus laevigata ‘Paul’s Scarlet’ standard tree, 16-18cmg, 4m in height rootballed

Amelanchier lamarckii

Betula Fascination

Crataegus Paul’s Scarlet

Ornamental planting. Container grown 2Lt pots
Botanical Name
Common Name
Agapanthus africanus
Lily of the Nile
Anemone x hybrid ‘Honorine Jobert’
Windflower
Bergenia silberlicht
Elephant’s Ears
Crocosmia ‘Lucifer’
Montbretia
Epimedium Arctic Wings
Fairy Wings
Euphorbia characias wulfenii
Spurge
Geranium Rozanne
Geranium
Helleborus niger
Christmas Rose
Hosta Shade Fanfare
Plantain Lily
Hydrangea p. Limelight
Panicle Hydrangea
Liriope ‘Monroe White’
Lilyturf
Lithodora diffusa ‘Heavenly blue’
Purple Gromwell
Miscanthus sinensis gracillimus
Chinese Silver Grass
Nepeta Six Hills Giant
Catmint
Perovskia Blue Spire
Russian Sage
Polystichum setiferum
Soft Shield Fern
Primula pulverulenta Bartley Hybrids
Primrose
Salvia mainacht
Salvia
Sarcococca confusa
Christmas Box
Stipa gigantea
Golden Oat Grass
Tiarella cordifolia
Foam Flower
Tulbaghia violacea
Society Garlic
Verbena bonariensis
Tall Verbena
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